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Socialist states stand for strict respect for the sovereignty of all coun-
tries. We resolutely opposc interference in the affairs of any states and
the violation of their sovereignty.

At the same time, affirmation and defense of the sovercignty of states
that have taken the path of socialist construction are of special signifi-
cance to us Communists. The forces of 1mperialism and rcaction arc
seeking to deprive the people first in one, then another socialist country
of the sovereign right they have earned to ensure prosperity for their
country and well-being and happiness for the broad working masscs by
building a society free from all oppression and exploitation. And when
encroachments on this righ«_t receive a joint rcbuff from the socialist
camp, the bourgeois propagandists raise the cry of “defense of sove:-
eignty” and “noninterference.” Tt is clear that this is the sheerest deceit
and demagoguery on their part. In reality these loudmouths are con-
cerned not about preserving socialist sovereignty but about destroying it.

It is common knowledge that the Soviet Union has really done a good
deal to strengthen the sovereignty and autonomy of the socialist coun-
tries. The ¢.p.s.u. has always advocated that each socialist country deter-
mine the concrete forms of its devclopment along the path of socialism
by taking into account the specific nature of their national conditions.
But it is well known, comrades, that there are common natural laws of
socialist construction, deviation from which could lead to deviation from
socialism a5 such. And when cxternal and internal forces hostile to so-
cialism try to turn the development of a given socialist country in the
direction of restoration of the capitalist system, when a threat arises to
the cause of socialism in that country—a threat to the sccurity of the
socialist commonwealth as a whole—this is no longer merely a problem
for that country’s people, but a_common problem, the conce: : -
cialist countries,

It is quite clear that an action such as military assistance to a fraternal
country to end a threat to the socialist system is an extraordinary mea-
sure, dictated by necessity; it can be called forth only by the overt ac-
tions of enemies of socialism within the country and bevond its bound-
asies, actions that create a threat to the common interests of the socialist
camp.

Experience bears witness that in present conditions the triumph of
the socialist system in a country can be regarded as fmal, but the resto-
rafion of capitalism can be considered ruled out only if the Communist
Party, as the leading force in society, steadfastly pursues' a Marxist-
Leninist policy 1n the development of all spheres of socicty’s life; only
if the party indefatigably strengthens the country’s defense and the pro-

the people vigilance with respect to the class enemy and implacability
toward bourgeois ideology; only if the principle of socialist international- {
ism is held sacred and unity and fraternal solidarity with the obher so-
cialist countnies are strengthened.




