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‘We must never lose sight of our basic goals in this crisis—the safety of our fellow citizens and the protection of the long-term
interests of the United States. A thoughtful and determined policy, which makes clear that Iran will continue to pay an
increasingly higher price for the illegal detention of our people, is the best policy to achieve those goals, and it is the policy that
1 will continue to pursue.

Another serious development which has caused increased concern about peace and stability in the same region of the world is
the recent Soviet military intervention in Afghanistan, which has now resulted in the overthrow of the established government
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Audio/Video Index Q. Have you gotten in touch with Brezhnev?

) THE PRESIDENT. I have sent him a message.
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Note: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. in the Briefing Room at the White House.
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