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UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING 

International broadcastin9 constitutes an important instru
ment of the nationa1 security policy of the Onited States. 
Improvement in the pro9raDDDin9 and technical quality of OS 
international broadcastin9 is a requirement of the hi9hest 
priority. Allocation of budgetary and other resources 
required to implement the improvements authorized by this 
memorandum shall be accorded the same priority as in the 
case of other pro9rams deemed vital to the national security. ~) 

The Voice of America (VOA) of the International Communication 
A9ency will remain the official broadcastin9 voice of the US 
Government, receivin9 policy 9Uidance· from the Secretary of 
State and the Director, ICA. VOA should take steps to stren9then 
existin9 mechanisms for relatin9 pro9ram content to current 
OS forei9D and national security policy objectives, while ensurin9 
the inte~ity of news broadcasting and servin9 long-riln9e OS 
broadcasting 9oals and interests in accordance with its legislative 
cha~r. CODDDentary and analysis should incorporate vi9oro1>~ 
advocacy of current policy positions of th~ OS Government. !Al 

The Radio in the American Sector of Berlin (RIAS) will continue 
· to broadcast to East Germany under the supervision of the · 
Director, International CODDDunication A9ency. A review should 
be undertaken to 'ens~ that appropriate policy 911idance is 
available to RIAS. . . . 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL), a private corporation 
funded by the Con9ress and subject to oversi9ht by the Board 
for International Broadcasting, will continue as an independent 
organization operatin9 as a surrogate free radio for the Soviet ' 
Onion and Eastern Europe. A new entity for broadcasting to Cuba, 
Radio Marti, is currently being established and will function 
in a manner annloqous to RFE/RL. Both radios shall operate in 
a manner not inconsistent with th' broad objectives of US foreign 
and national security policy. !:IQ 
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Technical _ joint . planninq between 11s ittterna.tionil 
bro.a.deasters,. including llFE/RL and Radio Marti, will :be Under
euen on a regular basis as a matter of policy~ .. At the s.ame· · ·_.· 

Y'tiJne, care should be taken to maintain tbe autonomy and special · 
character cf the · ~roga te radios. pO' . 

. . 
GuidanQe for cie.termini.ng langu.ages and broadcast:. J,iouxs for· VOA . 
and .RFE/RL will co1nilnu.e .to be the responsibility of the Secreta.ey 
of State and the .Assistant to the President tor National Security 
~fairs, acting in consultation nth the Director, International 
Comm.unieatio·n Agency, and the Chairman of the .Boar·d for Inter
nationa; Broadcasting. The revised gu.idan·ce prepared in conj~c:tion 
with thl.S clirer:ti ve is ap,pr·oved. 1()1 

• • • 

VOA and RFE/RL will unde~take a major, long-te.= program of 
:modernizatio.n and expansio.n over the pel:.iod FY 84 ·to· FY .9:9, 
affecting program-·rela ted . . as well as technical ae:pects cf their 
operations. Funding for elements of this program that are 
subjec-t t:o rapid implementation will be souqht in FY 83. Th~ 
technical cri t:eria usea for planning facili.ty modernization ·shall 
be those specifi·ed in RSSM 2 4 5, until such time as filrther 
experience and r ·esearch provide a better basis :for ineasu.rinq 
signal. requirements. While sho~t wave is and will remain for the 
foreseeable future the primary inedium ·of US in-ternational broad
castin9, me-di.um and lo:rig wa~ o.i·e preferable wherever tiechnif;ally 
and. politically feasible. ~) . 

:Ciplomatlc req\lfrement~ deriving from tJlis moderni2ation and 
expansion p·rogram shall be given hig.h prior.ity by the Department 
of State. Acqu.isi ti·On Of new transmi ttin9 sites and ,faci1i ties; . 
shou.td be a priority matter. on the political aqenda of bilateral 
re1ations with appropl:'late count::ies. Attenticn should also be 
given to renewal of facUit:y aq.reemsnts which ha.ve lapsed, with 

· permission for augmentation as necessary, and t .o negot:iat.ion for 
the 'Use o·f out-of-):)and frequencies. Fin~lly, pl.anning for the 
upcoming high frequency World Administrative Radio Conference 
should be accelerated~ ancl priority given to protecting _and where 
possible expanding the f.requencies ~2-ilable to the US for inter
national short wave broadcasting. "-) 
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,. · l?ari:J!eularln"View of the receiit r enewal of-'j~9 of VOA~~;>!'~~ 
~ - by the Soviet· Onion, it is essential. that tjie OS take all ~ ' '"'''.'f', 

possible .s.teps to· <>v.er.cme jammi n9 of OS international broad- ·.,. .~ . 
··--casfsaiid to ameliorate its iiffeces. C<::>ntrnurng 1.ntera9ency" · ,.r--· ·--

study needs to be 9iven to politica'l as well as technical · · 
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aspects of jamming and possible countermeasures . . A major, 
coordinated effort should be undertaken to press the jammin9 
issue diplomatical..J:y in·all appropriate .international and 
bilateral fora. ·(~ . . • . , 

Direct broadcastin9 by satellite (DBS), while unlikely to . . , 
provide an alternative· to 9round-based international broadcastin9 ~ 
'for the foreseeable future, nevertheless offers a potentially . , ' 
important supplement to our existin9 broadcastin9 capabilities. 
Further study should be undertaken immediately of the technical 
parameters of a variety of plausible DBS systems for international 
broadcastin9, with partic.ular attention to the role 'of DBS in 
a jammed environment. ~ 

Study is also required on a priority basis of the role of os 
international broadcasting facilities and operations in periods 
of crisis and war. The Departments of State and Defense as well 
as the International Conununication A9ency and the Board for 
International Broadcastin9 should review existin9 9uidance in 
this area and make recoimaendations for closer integration of 
our international broadcasting effort into political and military 
contingency pl_anning. W 
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