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XXXVII President of the United States: 1969-1974 —
177 - Text of the "Basic Principles of Relations Between the United
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics." g+1
May 29, 1972 ’ ’
THE UNITED States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
CoLLEcTION:
Guided by their obligations ur‘lder the Chaf‘ter of the I.Jnited N.ations and by a desire to strengthen peaceful relations with each Public Pa th‘?TS
other and to place these relations on the firmest possible basis, 4
of the Presidents

Aware of the need to make every effort to remove the threat of war and to create conditions which promote the reduction of
tensions in the world and the strengthening of universal security and international cooperation,

Believing that the improvement of US-Soviet relations and their mutually advantageous development in such areas as
economics, science and culture, will meet these objectives and contribute to better mutual understanding and business-like
cooperation, without in any way prejudicing the interests of third countries,

Conscious that these objectives reflect the interests of the peoples of both countries,
Have agreed as follows:

First. They will proceed from the common determination that in the nuclear age there is no alternative to conducting their

mutual relations on the basis of peaceful coexistence. Differences in ideology and in the social systems of the USA and the E{lchard Ni;o;'l

USSR are not obstacles to the bilateral development of normal relations based on the principles of sovereignty, equality, non- 1972
interference in internal affairs and mutual advantage. Font Size:
Second. The USA and the USSR at tach major importance to preventing the development of situations capable of causing a ALA A A
dangerous exacerbation of their relations. Therefore, they will do their utmost to avoid military confrontations and to prevent % Prirt

the outbreak of nuclear war. They will always exercise restraint in their mutual relations, and will be prepared to negotiate and Share

settle differences by peaceful means. Discussions and negotiations on outstanding issues will be conducted in a spirit of
reciprocity, mutual accommodation and mutual benefit.
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Both sides recognize that efforts to obtain unilateral advantage at the expense of the other, directly or indirectly, are
inconsistent with these objectives. The prerequisites for maintaining and strengthening peaceful relations between the USA and
the USSR are the recognition of the security interests of the Parties based on the principle of equality and the renunciation of

the use or threat of force.

Third. The USA and the USSR have a special responsibility, as do other countries which are permanent members of the United
Nations Security Council, to do everything in their power so that conflicts or situations will not arise which would serve to
increase international tensions. Accordingly, they will seek to promote conditions in which all countries will live in peace and
security and will not be subject to outside interference in their internal affairs.

Fourth. The USA and the USSR intend to widen the juridical basis of their mutual relations and to exert the necessary efforts
so that bilateral agreements which they have concluded and multilateral treaties and agreements to which they are jointly

parties are faithfully implemented.
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Fifth. The USA and the USSR reaffirm their readiness to continue the practice of exchanging views on problems of mutual
interest and, when necessary, to conduct such exchanges at the highest level, including meetings between leaders of the two

countries.
The two governments welcome and will facilitate an increase in productive contacts between representatives of the legislative bodies of the two countries.

Sixth. The Parties will continue their efforts to limit armaments on a bilateral as well as on a multilateral basis. They will continue to make special efforts
to limit strategic armaments. Whenever possible, they will conclude concrete agreements aimed at achieving these purposes.

The USA and the USSR regard as the ultimate objective of their efforts the achievement of general and complete disarmament and the establishment of an
effective system of international security in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations.

Seventh. The USA and the USSR regard commercial and economic ties as an important and necessary element in the strengthening of their bilateral
relations and thus will actively promote the growth of such ties. They will facilitate cooperation between the relevant organizations and enterprises of the
two countries and the conclusion of appropriate agreements and contracts, including long-term ones.

The two countries will contribute to the improvement of maritime and air communications between them.

Eighth. The two sides consider it timely and useful to develop mutual contacts and cooperation in the fields of science and technology. Where suitable, the
USA and the USSR will conclude appropriate agreements dealing with concrete cooperation in these fields.

Ninth. The two sides reaffirm their intention to deepen cultural ties with one another and to encourage fuller familiarization with each other's cultural
values. They will promote improved conditions for cultural exchanges and tourism.

Tenth. The USA and the USSR will seek to ensure that their ties and cooperation in all the above-mentioned fields and in any others in their mutual interest
are built on a firm and long-term basis. To give a permanent character to these efforts, they will establish in all fields where this is feasible joint
commissions or other joint bodies.
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Richard Nixon: Text of the "Basic Principles of Relations Between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics."

Eleventh. The USA and the USSR make no claim for themselves and would not recognize the claims of anyone else to any special rights or advantages in
world affairs. They recognize the sovereign equality of all states.

The development of U.S.-Soviet relations is not directed against third countries and their interests.

Twelfth. The basic principles set forth in this document do not affect any obligations with respect to other countries earlier assumed by the USA and the
USSR.

Moscow, May 29, 1972
FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

RICHARD NIXON

President of the United States of America

FOR THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS
LEONID I. BREZHNEV

General Secretary of the Central Committee, CPSU

Note: On the same day, the White House released the transcripts of two news briefings on the statement of basic principles and the joint
communiquit following the discussions (Item 178): the first, by Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs;
the second, by Ronald L. Ziegler, Press Secretary to the President, and Leonid M. Zamyatin, Director General, TASS. The transcript of Dr.
Kissinger's briefing is printed in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 8, p. 951).

Citation: Richard Nixon: "Text of the "Basic Principles of Relations Between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics."," May 29, 1972. Online by Gerhard Peters and John T. Woolley, The American Presidency Project. http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/?
pid=3438.
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