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Coming in here, I passed a lot of your fellow Ohioans out there on the street. And some were generously
applauding and waving, but there were some who were
demonstrating. They were demonstrating in behalf of
a movement that has swept across our country that I
think is inspired by, not the sincere, honest people who
want peace, but by some who want the weakening of
America, and so are manipulating many honest and
sincere people.
It is the nuclear freeze movement and the peace
movement. Well, I, too, want a nuclear freeze after we
have been able to negotiate the Soviet Union into a
reduction on both sides of all kinds of weapons- and
then have a freeze when were equal and not freeze
them now in a superiority that Would bring closer the
chance of nuclear war. [Applause] Thank you very
much.
You know, when I see them I wonder Why they
havent realized this, how they havent realized, for
example, that a nuclear freeze would cancel the development of the B-1 bomber. Why is that important?
Its important because that would leave us with a
bomber that is older than the men who are flying it,
that is obsolete, and that could not possibly offer the
deterrent that we need to maintain peace in the world.
So, why are we rebuilding our defenses? Not because we want a war. All of you who wore the uni-

form, all of us whove been in wars, all of us know the
horror of it, and we want to see no more. But we also
know that we never got in a war because we were too
strong. We got in wars because someone on the other
side didnt think we had the will or the strength to defend our freedoms and our country and our rights. They
had to learn the hard way.
So, what is really back of our great attempt to refurbish our military is to strengthen three delegations
of Americans, two of which are in Geneva-one, I believe, is still in Switzerland. One delegation is negotiating a reduction to zero, if possible, of the
intermediate-range nuclear weapons in Europe on both
sides. The other is seeking to reduce to equality the
strategic nuclear weapons on both sides so that there
is a deterrent that can prevent war. And the third is
seeking to reduce the conventional weapons. What
position would our negotiators be in if those who were
demonstrating out there have their way and those sitting on the opposite side of the table from our people
look across and say, Why should we give up anything? The Americans are giving it up without trading
for anything.
Theyre strengthened by the knowledge on the other
side of the table that this country will do whatever it
has to do to maintain its security, safety, and peace in
the world.

