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AMERICA SECURE AND THE WORLD AT PEACE
The Future of Our Foreign Policy
President Reagan has restored the American people's faith in the
principles of liberal democracy. Today, we have more confidence in the
self-evident truths of democracy than at any time since World War II.
The first principle of that faith is that all human beings are created
equal in the natural human right to govern themselves.
Just as we assert the right of self-government, it follows that all peo- '
pie throughout the world should enjoy that same human right. This moral
principle must be the ideal by which our policy toward other nations is
directed.
We Republicans emphasize that there is a profound moral difference
between the actions and ideals of Marxist-Leninist regimes and those of
democratic governments, and we reject the notions of guilt and apology
which animate so much of the foreign policy of the Democratic Party. We
believe American foreign policy can only succeed when it is based on
unquestioned faith in a single idea: the idea that all human beings are
created equal, the founding idea of democracy.
The supreme purpose of our foreign policy must be to maintain our
freedom in a peaceful international environment in which the United
States and our allies and friends are secure against military threats, and
democratic governments are flourishing in a world of increasing prosperity.
This we pledge to our people and to future generations: we shall keep
the peace by keeping our country stronger than any potential adversary.
The Americas
Our future is intimately tied to the future of the Americas. Family,
language, culture, and trade link us closely with both Canada, our largest
trading partner, and our southern neighbors.
The people of both Mexico and Canada are of fundamental importance to the people of the United States of America, not just because we
share a common border, but because we are neighbors who share both
history and a common interest for the present and future. Under President Reagan, our relations with both countries are being carried out in a
serious, straight-forward manner in a climate of mutual respect. As our

52
~----

countries seek solutions to common problems on the basis of our mutual
interests, we recognize that each country has a unique contribution to
make in working together to resolve mutual problems.
The security and freedom of Central America are indispensable to our
own. In addition to our concern for the freedom and overall welfare of our
neighbors to the south, two-thirds of our foreign trade passes through the
Caribbean and the Panama Canal. The entire region, however, is gravely
threatened by Communist expansion, inspired and supported by the
Soviet Union and Cuba. We endorse the principles of the Monroe Doctrine as the strongest foundation for United States policy throughout the
hemisphere.
We encourage even closer ties with the countries of South America
and consider the strengthening of representative governments there as a
contribution to the peace and security of us all. We applaud the Organization of American States for its efforts to bring peace and freedom to the
entire hemisphere.
Republicans have no illusions about Castro's brutal dictatorship in
Cuba. Only our firmness will thwart his attempts to export terrorism and
subversion, to destroy democracy, and to smuggle narcotics into the
United States. But we also extend a constructive, hopeful policy toward
the Cuban people. Castro resents and resists their desire for freedom. He
fears Radio Marti, President Reagan's initiative to bring truth to our
Cuban neighbors. He is humiliated by the example of Cuban-born Americans, whose spiritual and material accomplishments contrast starkly with
Communist failures in their birthplace. We believe in friendship between
the Cuban and the American peoples, and we envision a genuine democracy in Cuba's future.
We support the President in following the unanimous findings of the
Bipartisan Commission on Central America, first proposed by the late
Senator Henry "Scoop" Jackson of Washington.
Today, democracy is under assault throughout the hemisphere. Marxist Nicaragua threatens not only Costa Rica and Honduras, but also El
Salvador and Guatemala. The Sandinista regime is building the largest
military force in Central America, importing Soviet equipment, Eastern
bloc and PLO advisors, and thousands of Cuban mercenaries. The
Sandinista government has been increasingly brazen in its embrace of
Marxism-Leninism. The Sandinistas have systematically persecuted free
institutions, including synagogue and church, schools, the private sector,
the free press, minorities, and families and tribes throughout Nicaragua.
We support continued assistance to the democratic freedom fighters
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in Nicaragua. Nicaragua cannot be allowed to remain a Communist sanctu-

ary, exporting terror and arms throughout the region. We condemn the
Sandinista government's smuggling of illegal drugs into the United States
as a crime against American society and international law.
The heroic effort to build democracy in El Salvador has been brutally
attacked by Communist guerrillas supported by Cuba and the Sandinistas.
Their violence jeopardizes improvements in human rights, delays economic
growth, and impedes the consolidation of democracy. El Salvador is nearer
to Texas than Texas is to New England, and we cannot be indifferent to its
fate. In the tradition of President Truman's postwar aid to Europe, President Reagan has helped the people of El Salvador defend themselves. Our
opponents object to that assistance, citing concern for human rights. We
share that concern, and more than that, we have taken steps to help curb
abuses. We have firmly and actively encouraged human rights reform, and
results have been achieved. In judicial reform, the murderers of the American nuns in 1980 have been convicted and sentenced; and in political
reform, the right to vote has been exercised by 80 percent of the voters in
the fair, open elections of 1982 and 1984. Most important, if the Communists seize power there, human rights will be extinguished, and tens of
thousands will be driven from their homes. We therefore support the President in his determination that the Salvadoran people will shape their own
future.
We affirm President Reagan's declaration at Normandy: there is a
profound moral difference between the use of force for liberation and the
use of force for conquest and territorial expansion. We applaud the liberation of man and mind from oppression everywhere.
We applaud the liberation of Grenada, and we honor those who took
part in it. Grenada is small, and its people few; but we believe the principle
established there, that freedom is worth defending, is of monumental
importance. It challenges the Brezhnev doctrine. It is an example to the
world.
The Caribbean Basin Initiative is a sound program for the strengthening of democratic institutions through economic development based on free
people and free market principles. The Republican Party strongly supports
this program of integrated, mutually reinforcing measures in the fields of
trade, investment, and financial assistance.
We recognize our special-valued relationship with Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands; and we will support special measures to ensure that they
will benefit and prosper from the Caribbean Basin Initiative, thereby reinforcing a stronghold of democracy and free enterprise in the Caribbean.
The Republican Party reaffirms its support of the right of Puerto Rico to
be admitted into the Union after it freely so determines, through the pas54

sage of an admission bill which will provide for a smooth fiscal transition,
recognize the concept of a multicultural society for its citizens, and secure
the opportunity to retain their Spanish language and traditions.
The Soviet Union
Stable and peaceful relations with the Soviet Union are possible and
desirable, but they depend upon the credibility of American strength and
determination. As our power waned in the 1970s, our very weakness was
provocative. The Soviets exploited it in Afghanistan, the Middle East,
Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Western Hemisphere. Our policy of peace
through strength encourages freedom-loving people everywhere and provides hope for those who look forward one day to enjoying the fruits of
self-government.
We hold a sober view of the Soviet Union. Its globalist ideology and its
leadership obsessed with military power make it a threat to freedom and
peace on every continent. The Carter-Mondale Administration ignored that
threat, and the Democratic candidates underestimate it today. The CarterMondale illusion that the Soviet leaders share our ideals and aspirations is
not only false but a profound danger to world peace.
Republicans reaffirm our belief that Soviet behavior at the negotiating
table cannot be divorced from Soviet behavior elsewhere. Over-eagerness to
sign agreements with the Soviets at any price, fashionable in the CarterMondale Administration, should never blind us to this reality. Any future
agreement with the Soviets must require full compliance, be fully verifiable,
and contain suitable sanctions for non-compliance. Carter-Mondale efforts
to cover up Soviet violations of the 1972 Strategic Arms Limitations
agreement and Anti-ballistic Missile Treaty emboldened the Soviets to
strengthen their military posture. We condemn these violations, as well as
recent violations of chemical and toxic weapons treaties in Afghanistan,
Southeast Asia, and the !ran-Iraq war. We insist on full Soviet compliance
with all treaties and executive agreements.
We seek to deflect Soviet policy away from aggression and toward
peaceful international conduct. To that end, we will seek substantial reductions in nuclear weapons, rather than merely freezing nuclear weapons at
their present dangerous level. We will continue multilateral efforts to deny
advanced Western technology to the Soviet war machine.
We will press for Soviet compliance with all international agreements,
including the 1975 Helsinki Final Act and the U. N. Declaration on Human
Rights. We will continue to protest Soviet anti-semitism and human rights
violations. We admire the courage of such people as Andrei Sakharov, his
wife Yelena Bonner, Anatole Shcharansky, Ida Nude! and Josef Begun,
whose defiance of Soviet repression stands as a testament to the greatness
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of the human spirit. We will press the Soviet Union to permit free emigra·
tion of Jews, Christians, and oppressed national minorities. Finally,
because the peoples of the Soviet empire share our hope for the future, we
will strengthen our information channels to encourage them in their struggle for individual freedom, national self-determination, and peace.
Europe

Forty years after D-Day, our troops remain in Europe. It has been a
long watch, but a successful one. For four decades, we have kept the peace
where, twice before, our valiant fought and died. We learned from their
sacrifice.
We would be in mortal danger were Western Europe to come under
Soviet domination. Fragmenting NATO is the immediate objective of the
Soviet military buildup and Soviet subversion. During the Carter-Mondale
years, the Soviets gained a substantial military and diplomatic advantage
in Europe. They now have three times as many tanks as we do and almost
a monopoly on long-range theater nuclear forces. To keep the peace, the
Reagan-Bush Administration is offsetting the Soviet military threat with
the defensive power of the Alliance. We are deploying Pershing II and
Cruise missiles. Remembering the Nazi Reich, informed voters on both
sides ofthe Atlantic know they cannot accept Soviet military superiority
in Europe. That is why the British, Italian, and West German parliaments
have approved Euromissile deployments, and why new NATO base agreements were concluded successfully in Portugal, Spain, Turkey, and
Greece. This is a victory for the Reagan-Bush Administration and our
European friends.
The United States again leads the Alliance by offering hope of a safer
future. As America's strength is restored, so is our allies' confidence in the
future of freedom. We will encourage them to increase their contributions
to our common defense.
To strengthen NATO's Southern Flank, we place the highest priority
on resolving the Cyprus dispute and maintaining our support for both
Greece and Turkey, with non-recognition of regimes imposed in occupied
territory.
We share a deep concern for peace and justice in Northern Ireland
and condemn all violence and terrorism in that strife-torn land.
We stand in solidarity with the peoples of Eastern Europe: the Poles,
Hungarians, East Germans, Czechs, Rumanians, Yugoslavs, Bulgarians,
Ukrainians, Baltic peoples, Armenians, and all captive nations who struggle daily against their Soviet masters. The heroic efforts of Lech Walesa
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and the Solidarity movement in Poland are an inspiration to all people
yearning to be free. We are not neutral in their struggle, wherever the
flame of liberty brightens the black night of Soviet oppression.
The tragic repression of the Polish people by the Soviet-inspired military dictatorship in Poland has touched the American people. We support
policies to provide relief for Polish nationals seeking asylum and refuge in
the United States.
The Middle East
President Reagan's Middle East policy has been flexible enough to
adapt to rapidly changing circumstances, yet consistent and credible so
that all nations recognize our determination to protect our vital interests.
The President's skillful crisis management throughout the Iran-Iraq war
has kept that conflict from damaging our vital interests. His peace efforts
have won strong bipartisan support and international applause. And his
willingness to stand up to Libya has made peace-loving states in the
region feel more secure.
The 1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, which surprised the CarterMondale Administration, brought Soviet forces less than 400 miles from
the strategic Straits of Hormuz. The seizure of American hostages in Iran
that year caught the United States unprepared and unable to respond.
Lebanon is still in turmoil, despite our best efforts to foster stability in
that unhappy country. With the Syrian leadership increasingly subject to
Soviet influence, and the Palestine Liberation Organization and its homicidal subsidiaries taking up residence in Syria, U.S. policy toward the
region must remain vigilant and strong. Republicans reaffirm that the
United States should not recognize or negotiate with the PLO so long as
that organization continues to promote terrorism, rejects Israel's right to
exist, and refuses to accept U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338.
The bedrock of that protection remains, as it has for over three
decades, our moral and strategic relationship with Israel. We are allies in
the defense of freedom. Israel's strength, coupled with United States assistance, is the main obstacle to Soviet domination of the region. The
sovereignty, security, and integrity of the state of Israel are moral imperatives. We pledge to help maintain Israel's qualitative military edge over
its adversaries.
Today, relations between the United States and Israel are closer than
ever before. Under President Reagan, we have moved beyond mere words
to extensive political, military, and diplomatic cooperation. U.S.-Israeli
strategic planning groups are coordinating our joint defense efforts, and
we are directly supporting projects to augment Israel's defense industrial
base. We support the legislation pending for an Israel-U.S. free trade area.
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We recognize that attacks in the U.N. against Israel are but thinly
disguised attacks against the United States, for it is our shared ideals and
democratic way of life that are their true target. Thus, when a U.N. agency
denied Israel's right to participate, we withheld our financial support until
that action was corrected. And we have worked behind the scenes and in
public in other international organizations to defeat discriminatory
attacks against our ally.
Our determination to participate actively in the peace process begun
at Camp David has won us support over the past four years from
moderate Arab states. Israel's partner in the Camp David Accords, Egypt,
with American support, has been a constructive force ·for stability. We
pledge continued support to Egypt and other moderate regimes against
Soviet and Libyan subversion, and we look to them to contribute to our
efforts for a long-term settlement of the region's destructive disputes.
We believe that Jerusalem should remain an undivided city with free
and unimpeded access to all holy places by people of all faiths.
Asia and the Pacific
Free Asia is a tremendous success. Emulating the United States economically and politically, our friends in East Asia have had the world's
highest economic growth rates. Their economies represent the dynamism
of free markets and free people, in stark contrast to the dreary rigidity and
economic failures of centrally planned socialism. U.S. investments in Asia
now exceed $30 billion, and our annual trade surpasses that with any
other region.
Unable to match this progress, the Soviet Union, North Korea, and
Vietnam threaten the region with military aggression and political intimidation. The Soviet rape of Afghanistan, the criminal destruction of the
KAL airliner, the genocide in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, the steady
growth of Soviet SS-20 forces in East Asia, the rapid increase of the Soviet
Pacific Fleet, the continuing build-up of North Korean forces and the bru·
tal bombing of South Korean leaders in Rangoon, the recent deployment
of Soviet forces at Cam Ranh Bay, the continued occupation of Cambodia
by the Vietnamese, and chemical and biological weapons attacks against
defenseless civilian populations in Afghanistan and Southeast Asia are
some of the more obvious threats to the peace of Asia a.'"ld to America's
friends there.
Republicans salute the brave people of Afghanistan, struggling to regain their freedom and independence. We will continue to support the

freedom fighters and pledge our continuing humanitarian aid to the thousands of Afghan refugees who have sought sanctuary in Pakistan and elsewhere.
To preserve free Asia's economic gains and enhance our security, we
will continue economic and security assistance programs with the frontline states of Korea, Thailand, and Pakistan. We will maintain defense
facilities in Korea, Japan, the Philippines, and the Indian Ocean to protect
vital sea lanes.
We
and the
friendly
tivation

will promote economic growth while we strengthen human rights
commitment to both democracy and free markets. We will help
nations deal with refugees and secure their help against drug culand trafficking.

Our relations with Japan are central to America's role in the Far East,
and they have never been better. The world's second-largest industrial
power can make an increasingly important contribution to peace and economic development over much of Asia. We applaud Japan's commitment
to defend its territory, air space, and sea lanes. We are heartened by its
increases in defense spending and urge Japan to further expand its contribution to the region's defense. We have made progress in our trade relations and affirm that, with good will on both sides, broader agreement is
likely.
In keeping with the pledge of the 1980 Platform, President Reagan
has continued the process of developing our relationship with the People's
Republic of China. We commend the President's initiatives to build a solid
foundation for the long-term relations between the United States and the
People's Republic, emphasizing peaceful trade and other policies to promote regional peace. Despite fundamental differences in many areas, both
nations share an important common objective: opposition to Soviet expansionism.
At the same time, we specifically reaffirm our concern for, and our
moral commitment to, the safety and security of the 18 million people on
Taiwan. We pledge that this concern will be constant, and we will continue to regard any attempt to alter Taiwan's status by force as a threat
to regional peace. We endorse, with enthusiasm, President Reagan's affirmation that it is the policy of the United States to support and fully
implement the provisions of the Taiwan Relations Act. In addition, we
fully support self determination for the people of Hong Kong.
The Republic of Korea is a stalwart ally. To deter aggression, we will
maintain our forces there which contribute to our common defense. Our
growing economic relations are good for both countries and enhance our
influence to foster a democratic evolution there.
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We prize our special relationship with the Philippines. We
every effort to promote economic development and democratic
they seek. Because the Clark and Subic Bay bases are vital to
interests in the Western Pacific, we are committed to their

will make
principles
American
continued

the industrialized countries will be able to contribute effectively to the
economic development of the continent. We believe that, if given the
choice, the nations of Africa will reject the model of Marxist state-controlled economies in favor of the prosperity and quality of life that free
economies and free people can achieve.

We recognize the close and special ties we have maintained with
Thailand since the days of Abraham Lincoln. Thailand stands tall against
the imperialist aggression of Vietnam and the Soviet Union in Southeast

We will continue to assist threatened African governments to protect
themselves and will work with them to protect their continent from subversion and to safeguard their strategic minerals. The Reagan-Bush
Administration will continue its vigorous efforts to achieve Namibian
independence and the expulsion of Cubans from occupied Angola.

security.

Asia.

We hail the economic achievements of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations. We will strengthen economic and political ties to them and
support their opposition to the Vietnamese occupation of Cambodia.
Almost a decade after our withdrawal from Vietnam, thousands of
Americans still do not know the fate of their fathers, brothers, and sons
missing in action. Our united people call upon Vietnam and Laos with one
voice: return our men, end the grief of the innocent, and give a full
accounting of our POW-MIAs. We will press for access to investigate
crash sites throughout Indochina. We support the efforts of our private
citizens who have worked tirelessly for many years on this issue.
Africa

Africa faces a new colonialism. The tripartite axis of the Soviet
Union, Cuba, and Libya has unleashed war and privation upon the continent. We are committed to democracy in Africa and to the economic
development that will help it flourish. That is why we will foster freemarket, growth-oriented, and liberalized trading policies.
As part of reforming the policies of the International Development
Association, we have assisted in directing a larger proportion of its
resources to sub-Saharan Africa. To nurture the spirit of individual initiative in Africa, our newly created African Development Foundation will
work with African entrepreneurs at the village level. In addition, through
our rejection of the austerity programs of international organizations, we

are bringing new hope to the people of Africa that they will join in the
benefits of the growing, dynamic world economy.
We will continue to provide necessary security and economic assistance to African nations with which we maintain good relations to help
them develop the infrastructure of democratic capitalism so essential to
economic growth and individual accomplishment. We will encourage our
allies in Europe and east Asia to coordinate their assistance efforts so that
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We reaffirm our commitment to the rights of all South Africans.
Apartheid is repugnant. In South Africa, as elsewhere on the continent, we
support well-conceived efforts to foster peace, prosperity, and stability.
Foreign Assistance and Regional Security

Developing nations look to the United States for counsel and guidance in achieving economic opportunity, prosperity, and political freedom.
Democratic capitalism has demonstrated, in the United States and elsewhere, an unparalleled ability to achieve political and civil rights and longterm prosperity for ever-growing numbers of people. We are confident
that democracy and free enterprise can succeed everywhere. A central element in our programs of economic assistance should be to share with others the beneficial ideas of democratic capitalism, which have led the
United States to economic prosperity and political freedom.
Our bilateral economic assistance program should be directed at promoting economic growth and prosperity in developing nations. Therefore,
we support recently enacted legislation untying our programs from the
policies of austerity of international organizations such as the International Monetary Fund
We have changed the Carter-Mondale policy of channeling increasing
proportions of U.S. assistance through multinational institutions beyond
our control. We strongly support President Reagan's decision not to
increase funding for the International Development Association because
of its predilection for nations with state-dominated economic systems. Our
contribution to the International Fund for Agricultural Development will
be eliminated due to its consistent bias toward non-market economies.
And the anti-American bureaucracy of the U.N.'s Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) will no longer be supported by U.S.
taxpayers. We will not support international organizations inconsistent
with our interests. In particular, we will work to eliminate their funding of
Communist states.
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Prominent among American ideals is the sanctity of the family. Decisions on family size should be made freely by each family. We support
efforts to enhance the freedom of such family decisions. We will endeavor
to assure that those who are responsible for our programs are more sensitive to the cultural needs of the countries to which we give assistance.
As part of our commitment to the family and our opposition to abortion, we will eliminate all U.S. funding for organizations which in any way
support abortion or research on abortion methods.
To strengthen bilateral foreign assistance, we will reduce or eliminate
assistance to nations with foreign policies contrary to our interests and
strengthen the Secretary of State's hand by ensuring his direct control
over assistance programs.
Foreign military assistance strengthens our security by enabling
friendly nations to provide for their own defense, including defense
against terrorism.
Terrorism is a new form of warfare against the democracies. Supported by the Soviet Union and others, it ranges from PLO murder to the
attempted assassination of the Pope. Combatting it requires an integrated
effort of our diplomacy, armed forces, intelligence services, and lawenforcement organizations. Legislative obstacles to international cooperation against terrorism must be repealed, followed by a vigorous program to
enhance friendly nations' counter-terrorist forces. In particular, we seek
the cooperation of our hemispheric neighbors to deal comprehensively
with the Soviet and Cuban terrorism now afflicting us.
International Organizations

Americans cannot count on the international organizations to guarantee our security or adequately protect our interests. The United States
hosts the headquarters of the United Nations, pays a fourth of its budget,
and is proportionally the largest contributor to most international organizations; but many members consistently vote against us. As Soviet
influence in these organizations has grown, cynicism and the double standard have become their way of life.

This is why President Reagan announced that we will leave the worst
of these organizations, UNESCO. He has put the U.N. on notice that the
U.S.will strongly oppose the use of the U.N. to foster anti-semitism, Soviet
espionage, and hostility to the United States. The President decisively
rejected the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea and embarked instead
on a dynamic national oceans policy, animated by our traditional commit-
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ment to freedom of the seas. That pattern will be followed with regard to
U .N. meddling in Antarctica and outer space. Enthusiastically endorsing
those steps, we will apply the same standards to all international organizations. We will monitor their votes and activities, and particularly the votes
of member states which receive U.S. aid. Americans will no longer silently
suffer the hypocrisy of many of these organizations.
Human Rights
The American people believe that United States foreign policy should
be animated by the cause of human rights for all the world's peoples.
A well-rounded human rights policy is concerned with specific individuals whose rights are denied by governments of the right or left, and
with entire peoples whose Communist governments deny their claim to
human rights as individuals and acknowledge only the "rights" derived
from membership in an economic class. Republicans support a human
rights policy which includes both these concerns.
Republican concern for human rights also extends to the institutions
of free societies - political parties, the free press, business and labor
organizations - which embody and protect the exercise of individual
rights. The National Endowment for Democracy and other instruments of
U.S. diplomacy foster the growth of these vital institutions.
By focusing solely on the shortcomings of non-Communist governments, Democrats have missed the forest for the trees, failing to recognize
that the greatest threat to human rights is the Communist system itself.
Republicans understand that the East-West struggle has profound
human rights implications. We know that Communist nations, which profess dedication to human rights, actually use their totalitarian systems to
violate human rights in an organized, systematic fashion.
The Reagan-Bush Administration has worked for positive human
rights changes worldwide. Our efforts have ranged from support for the
Helsinki Accords to our support of judicial and political reform in El Salvador.
The Republican Party commends President Reagan for accepting the
Honorary Chairmanship of the campaign to erect a U.S. Holocaust Memorial in Washington, D.C. and supports the efforts of the U.S. Holocaust
Council in erecting such a museum and educational center. The museum
will bear witness to the victims and survivors of the Holocaust.
For Republicans, the struggle for human freedom is more than an end
in itself. It is part of a policy that builds a foundation for peace. When
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people are free to express themselves and choose democratic governments,
their free private institutions and electoral power constitute a constraint
against the excesses of autocratic rulers. We agree with President
Truman, who said: "In the long run our security and the world's hopes for
peace lie not in measures of defense or in the control of weapons, but in
the growth and expansion of freedom and self-government."
To this end, we pledge our continued effort to secure for all people the
inherent, God-given rights that Americans have been privileged to enjoy
for two centuries.
Advocacy for Democracy

To promote and sustain the cause of democracy, America must be an
active participant in the political competition between the principles of
Communism and of democracy.
To do this, America needs a strong voice and active instruments of
public diplomacy to counter the Communist bloc's massive effort to disinform and deceive world public opinion. Republicans believe that truth is
America's most powerful weapon.
The Reagan-Bush Administration has elevated the stature of public
diplomacy in the councils of government and increased the United States
Information Agency budget by 44 percent in four years. New programs
have been launched in television, citizen exchanges, and dissemination of
written information. The National Endowment for Democracy has
enlisted the talent of private American institutions, including the AFLCIO and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, to educate our friends overseas
in the ways of democratic institutions. A sustained billion-dollar effort is
modernizing and expanding the Voice of America, strengthening the
Voice's signal, lengthening its broadcasts, improving its content, adding
new language services and replacing antiquated equipment. Radio Marti,
the new broadcast service to Cuba, will begin to broadcast the truth about
Cuba to the Cuban people.
Initial steps have been taken to improve the capabilities of Radio Free
Europe and Radio Liberty, which serve the captive nations of the Soviet
bloc. We pledge to carry out a thorough improvement program for these
radios, including new transmitters and other means of penetrating the
jamming which denies the RFE/RL signal to millions of captive people,
including the increasingly discontented Soviet minorities, behind the Iron
Curtain.
Because of the importance we place on people-to-people exchange
programs, Republicans support the dedicated work of Peace Corps volun-
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teers. America must nurture good relations not only with foreign governments but with other peoples as well. By encouraging the free flow of ideas
and information, America is helping to build the infrastructure of democracy and demonstrating the strength of our belief in the democratic example. The United States Peace Corps, reflecting traditional American values, will follow the White House initiative promoting free enterprise
development overseas in third world countries.
The tradition of addressing the world's peoples, advocating the principles and goals of democracy and freedom, is as old as our Republic.
Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence "with a decent
respect to the opinions of mankind." This popular advocacy is even more
important today in the global struggle between totalitarianism and
freedom.
The Future of Our National Security
Republicans look to the future with confidence that we have the will,
the weapons, and the technology to preserve America as the land of the
free and the home of the brave. We stand united with President Reagan
in his hope that American scientists and engineers can produce the technology and the hardware to make nuclear war obsolete.
The prospect for peace is excellent because America is strong again.
America's defenses have only one purpose: to assure that our people and
free institutions survive and flourish.
Our security requires both the capability to defend against aggression
and the will to do so. Together, will and capability deter aggression. That
is why the danger of war has grown more remote under President Reagan.
When he took office, defense policy was in disarray. The CarterMondale Administration had diminished our military capability and had
confused the pursuit of peace with accommodating totalitarianism. It
could not respond to the determined growth of Soviet military power and
a more aggressive Soviet foreign policy.
We are proud of a strong America. Our military strength exists for the
high moral purpose of deterring conflict, not initiating war. The deterrence of aggression is ethically imperative. That is why we have restored
America's defense capability and renewed our country's will. Americans
are again proud to serve in the Armed Forces and proud of those who
serve.
We reaffirm the principle that the national security policy of the
United States should be based upon a strategy of peace through strength,
a goal of the 1980 Republican Platform.
65

Maintaining a technological superiority, the historical foundation of
our policy of deterrence, remains essentiaL In other areas, such as our
maritime forces, we should continue to strive for qualitative superiority.
President Reagan committed our nation to a modernized strategic
and theater nuclear force sufficient to deter attack against the United
States and our allies, while pursuing negotiations for balanced, verifiable
reductions of nuclear weapons under arms control agreements.
In order to deter, we must be sufficiently strong to convince a potential adversary that under no circumstances would it be to its advantage to
initiate conflict at any level.
We pledge to do everything necessary so that, in case of conflict, the
United States would clearly prevail.
We will continue to modernize our deterrent capability, while negotiating for verifiable arms control. We will continue the policies that have
given fresh confidence and new hope to freedom-loving people everywhere.
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The Soviet Union, by engaging in a sustained pattern of violations of
arms control agreements, has cast severe doubt on its own willingness to
negotiate and comply with new agreements in a spirit of good faith. Agreements violated by the Soviet Union include SALT, the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty of 1972, the Helsinki Accords, and the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention of 1972. This pattern of Soviet behavior is clearly
designed to obtain a Soviet strategic advantage.
To deter Soviet violations of arms control agreements, the United
States must maintain the capability to verify, display a willingness to
respond to Soviet violations which have military significance, and adopt a
policy whereby the defense of the United States is not constrained by
arms control agreements violated by the Soviet Union.

Arms Control for the Future

We support the President's efforts to curb the spread of nuclear
weapons and to improve international controls and safeguards over sensitive nuclear technologies. The President's non-proliferation policy has
emphasized results, rather than rhetoric, as symbolized by the successful
meeting of nuclear supplier states in Luxembourg in July of this year. We
endorse the President's initiative on comprehensive safeguards and his
efforts to encourage other supplier states to support such measures.

Americans, while caring deeply about arms control, realize that it is
not an end in itself, but can be a major component of a foreign and
defense policy which keeps America free, strong, and independent.

Defense Resources

Sharing the American people's realistic view of the Soviet Union, the
Reagan Administration has pursued arms control agreements that would
reduce the level of nuclear weaponry possessed by the superpowers. President Reagan has negotiated with flexibility, and always from a position of
strength.
In the European theater, President Reagan proposed the complete
elimination of intermediate-range nuclear missiles. In the START talks
with the Soviet Union, he proposed the "build-down" which would eliminate from the U.S. and Soviet arsenals two existing nuclear warheads for
each new warhead,
The Soviet Union has rejected every invitation by President Reagan
to resume talks, refusing to return unless we remove the Pershing II and
Cruise missiles which we have placed in Europe at the request of our
NATO allies. Soviet intransigence is designed to force concessions from
the United States even before negotiations begin. We will not succumb to
this strategy. The Soviet Union will return to the bargaining table only
when it recognizes that the United States will not make unilateral concessions or allow the Soviet Union to achieve nuclear superiority.

The first duty of government is to provide for the common defense.
That solemn responsibility was neglected during the Carter-Mondale
years. At the end of the Eisenhower era, nearly 48 percent of the federal
budget was devoted to defense programs, representing 9.1 percent of our
gross national product. By 1980, under Carter-Mondale, defense spending
had fallen to only 5 percent of gross national product and represented
only 24 percent of the federal budget. The Reagan Administration has
begun to correct the weaknesses caused by that situation by prudently
increasing defense resources. We must continue to devote the resources
essential to deter a Soviet threat -- a threat which has grown and should
be met by an improved and modernized U.S. defense capability. Even so,
the percentage of the Reagan Administration budget spent on defense is
only about half that of the Eisenhower-Kennedy era.
Readiness

In 1980, our military forces were not ready to perform their missions
in the event of emergency. Many planes could not fly for Jack of spare
parts; ships could not sail for lack of skilled personnel; supplies were insuf-
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:icient for essential training or sustained combat. Today, readiness and
;ustainability have improved dramatically. We not only have more equip:nent, but it is in operating condition. Our military personnel have better
;raining, pride, and confidence. We have improved their pay and benefits.
Recruiting and retaining competent personnel is no longer a problem.

Under the Democrats, the All-Volunteer Force was headed for disastrous failure. Because of the Carter-Mondale intransigence on military
pay and benefits, we saw the shameful spectacle of patriotic service families being forced below the poverty level, relying on food stamps and other
welfare programs. The quality of life for our military has been substantially improved under the Reagan Administration. We wholeheartedly
support the all-volunteer armed force and are proud of our historic initiative to bring it to pass.
From the worst levels of retention and recruiting in post-war history
in 1979, we have moved to the highest ever recorded. We are meeting 100
percent of our recruiting needs, ar~d 92 percent of our recruits are high
school graduates capable of mastering the skills needed in the modern
armed services. In 1980, 13 percent of our ships and 25 percent of our
aircraft squadrons reported themselves not combat ready because of personnel shortages. Today, those figures have dropped to less than 1 percent
and 4 percent respectively.
Today, the United States leads the world in integrating women into
the military. They serve in a variety of non-combat assignments. We have
made significant strides in numbers of women and their level of responsibility. Female officer strength has grown by 24 percent under the Reagan
Administration and is projected to increase, with even greater increases
for non-commissioned officers.
Conventional and Strategi.c Modernization

In 1980, we had a ''hollow Army," a Navy half its numbers of a decade
earlier, and an Air Force badly in need of upgrading. The Army is now
receiving the most modern tanks, fighting vehicles, and artillery. The
Navy has grown to 513 ships with 79 more under construction this year,
well on its way toward the 600-ship, 15-carrier force necessary for our
maritime strategy. The Air Force has procured advanced tactical aircraft.
By decade's end, our intertheater lift capacity will have increased by 75
percent. We pledge to rescue a shipbuilding industry consigned to extinction by the Carter-Mondale team.

Since the end of World War II, America's nuclear arsenal has caused
the Soviet Union to exercise caution to avoid direct military confrontation
with us and our close allies.

Our nuclear arms are a vital element of the Free \\lorid's security
system.
Throughout the 1970s and up to the present, the Soviet Union has
engaged in a vast buildup of nuclear arms. In the naive hope that unilateral restraint by the United States would cause the Soviet Union to
reverse course, the Carter-Mondale Administration delayed significant
major features of the strategic modernization our country needed. There
was no arms race because only the Soviet Union was racing, determined to
to achieve an intimidating advantage over the Free W arid. As a result, in
1980, America was moving toward a position of clear nuclear inferiority to
the Soviets.
President Reagan moved swiftly to reverse this alarming situation
and to reestablish an effective margin of safety before 1990. Despite
obstruction from many congressional Democrats, we have restored the
credibility of our deterrent.
Reserve and Guard Forces

We salute the men and women of the National Guard and the
Reserves. The Carter-Mondale team completely neglected our vital
Reserve and Guard forces, leaving them with obsolete equipment, frozen
pay, and thousands of vacancies.
The Reagan Administration has transformed our Reserve and
National Guard. The Naval Reserve will ultimately operate 40 of the
fleet's 600 ships. Navy and Marine Air Reserve units now receive the most
modern aircraft, as do the Air Force Reserve and Guard. Army Reserve
and Guard units now receive the latest tanks, infantry fighting vehicles,
and artillery. Reserve pay has increased 30 percent, and reserve components are having record success in filling their positions. Our country
counts on the Reserves and the Guard, and they can count on us.
Management Reform

The Republican Party advocates a strong defense and fiscal responsibility at the same time. This Administration has already made major
advances in eliminating the deep-rooted procurement problems we inherited. Republicans have changed the way the Pentagon does business,
encouraging greater economy and efficiency, stretching the taxpayer's
dollar.
Learning nothing from past mistakes, the Carter-Mondale Administration returned to centralized defense management. The predictable
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·esult: competition fell to only 15 percent of Pentagon procurement: pro;rams were mired in disastrous cost overruns and disputes; outrageous
md exorbitant prices were paid for spare parts; and the taxpayers' money
Nas wasted on a grand scale.
We have tackled this problem head-on. We returned management to
the Services and began far-reaching reforms. To hold down costs, we more
than doubled competition in Pentagon procurement. We appointed Competition Advocate Generals in each Service and an overall Inspector General for the Pentagon. We increased incentives for excellent performance
by contractors, and we have applied immediate penalty for poor performance. Our innovative approaches have already saved the taxpayers
billions of dollars.
Spare parts acquisition has undergone thorough reform. Improving
spare parts management, involving a Department of Defense inventory of
almost four million items, is a complex and massive management challenge. The Pentagon's new 10-point program is already working. Old contracts are being revamped to allow competition, high prices are being
challenged, and rigorous audits are continuing. As an example, a stool cap
for a navigator's chair, once priced at $1,100, was challenged by an alert
Air Force Sergeant. It now costs us 31 cents. The Pentagon obtained a full
refund and gave the Sergeant a cash reward.
Our men and women in uniform deserve the best and most reliable
weapons that this country can offer. We must improve the reliability and
performance of our weapons systems, and warranties can be a very positive contribution to defense procurement practices, as can be the independent office of operational testing and evaluation, which was another
positive Republican initiative.
The acquisition improvement program now includes program stability, multi-year procurement, economic production rates, realistic budgeting, and increased competition. The B-lB bomber, replacing our aging
B-52 force, is ahead of schedule and under cost. We support our antisubmarine warfare effort and urge its funding at its current level. For the
last two years, the Navy has received nearly 50 ships more than three
years ahead of schedule and nearly $1 billion under budget. The U.S.S.
Theodore Roosevelt, our newest aircraft carrier, is 17 months ahead of
schedule and almost $74 million under cost.
We have reformed inefficient procurement practices established
decades ago, and we will continue to ensure the most gain from each
defense dollar.
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The Tasks Ahead

The damage to our defenses through unilateral disarmament cannot
be repaired quickly. The hollow Army of the Carter-Mondale Administration is hollow no more, and our Navy is moving toward a 600-ship force.
We share President Reagan's determination to restore credible security for our country. Our choice is not between a strong defense or a strong
economy; we must succeed in both, or we will succeed in neither.
Our forces must be second to none, and we condemn the
one-sided military reduction will induce the Soviets to seek
military strength not only provides the deterrent necessary
peaceful world, but is also the best incentive for the Soviets
arms reduction.

notion that
peace. Our
for a more
to agree to

Veterans

America is free because of its veterans. We owe them more than
thanks. After answering the call to arms, they brought leadership and
patriotism back to their communities. They are a continuing resource for
America. Through their membership in veterans' service activities, they
have strongly supported President Reagan's defense policy. Knowing firsthand the sacrifices of war, they have spoken out frequently for a strong
national defense.
Veterans have earned their benefits; these must not be taken away.
The help we give them is an investment which pays our nation unlimited
dividends.
We have accomplished a great deal. We are meeting the needs of
women veterans and ensuring them equal treatment. We must prepare to
meet the needs of aging veterans.
We are addressing the unique readjustment problems of Vietnam veterans by expanding the store-front readjustment counseling program,
extending vocational training and job placement assistance, and targeting
research toward understanding delayed stress reaction in combat veterans. We have moved to alleviate the uncertainty of veterans exposed to
Agent Orange by providing nearly 129,000 medical exams and by launching an all-out, government-wide research effort.
We are making major strides in improving health care for veterans.
VA hospital construction has expanded to meet community needs, and
benefits for disabled veterans have been improved.
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We will maintain the veterans' preference for federal hiring and will
improve health, education, and other benefits. We support the Reagan
Administration's actions to make home ownership attainable by more veterans, as well as our program to help veterans in small business compete
for government contracts. We will extend to all veterans of recent conflicts, such as Lebanon and Grenada, the same assistance.
In recognition of the unique commitment and personal sacrifices of
military spouses, President Reagan has called upon the nation to honor
them and proclaimed a day of tribute. We will remember them and
advance their interests.
National Intelligence
Knowing our adversaries' capabilities and intentions is our first line

of defense. A strong intelligence community focuses our diplomacy and
saves billions of defense dollars. This critical asset was gravely weakened
during the Carter-Mondale years.
We will continue to strengthen our intelligence services. We will
remove statutory obstacles to the effective management, performance, and

security of intelligence sources and methods. We will further improve our
ability to influence international events in support of our foreign policy
objectives, and we will strengthen our counterintelligence facilities.
Strategic Trade

By encouraging commerce in militarily significant technology, the
Carter-Mondale Administration actually improved Soviet military power.
Because of that terrible error, we are now exposed to significant risk and
must spend billions of defense dollars that would otherwise have been
unnecessary.

The Reagan Administration halted the Carter-Mondale folly. We
have strengthened cooperative efforts with our allies to restrict diversion
of militarily critical technologies. We will increase law-enforcement and
counterintelligence efforts to halt Soviet commercial espionage and illegal
exploitation of our technology.
Terrorism

International terrorism is not a random phenomenon but a new form
of warfare waged by the forces of totalitarianism against the democracies.
In recent years, certain states have sponsored terrorist actions in
pursuit of their strategic goals. The international links among terrorist
7'>

groups are now clearly understood; and the Soviet link, direct and indirect,
is also clearly understood. The Soviets use terrorist groups to weaken
democracy and undermine world stability.
Purely passive measures do not deter terrorists. It is time to think
about appropriate preventive or pre-emptive actions against terrorist
groups before they strike.
Terrorism is an international problem. No one country can successfully combat it. We must lead the free nations in a concerted effort to
pressure members of the League of Terror to cease their sponsorship and
support of terrorism.
A Secure Future

During the Carter-Mondale Administration, the Soviets built more
weapons, and more modern ones, than the United States. President Reagan has begun to reverse this dangerous trend. More important, he has
begun a process that, over time, will gradually but dramatically reduce the
Soviet Union's ability to threaten our lives with nuclear arms.
His leadership came none too soon. The combined damage of a
decade of neglect and of relentless Soviet buildup, despite treaties and our
restraint, will not be undone easily.
Today, the Soviet Union possesses over 5,000 intercontinental nuclear
warheads powerful and accurate enough to destroy hard military targets,
and it is flight·testing a whole new generation of missiles. The CarterMondale Administration left this country at a decided disadvantage, without a credible deterrent. That is why President Reagan embarked on a
modernization program covering all three legs of the strategic triad.
Republicans understand that our nuclear deterrent forces are the ultimate military guarantor of America's security and that of our allies. That
is why we will continue to support the programs necessary to modernize
our strategic forces and reduce the vulnerabilities. This includes the earliest possible deployment of a new small mobile ICBM.
While the Carter-Mondale team hid beneath an umbrella of wishful
thinking, the Soviet Union made every effort to protect itself in case of
conflict. It has an operational anti-satellite system; the United States does
not. A network of huge ultra-modern radars, new anti-missile interceptors, new surface-to-air missiles, all evidence the Soviet commitment to
self-protection.
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President Reagan has launched a bold new Strategic Defense lnitiaive to defend against nuclear attack, We enthusiastically support Presient Reagan's Strategic Defense Initiative, We enthusiastically support
he development of non-nuclear, space-based defensive systems to protect
he United States by destroying incoming missiles. Recognizing the need
::>r close consultation with our allies, we support a comprehensive and
1tensive effort to render obsolete the doctrine of Mutual Assured
)estruction (MAD). The Democratic Party embraces Mutual Assured
)estruction. The Republican Party rejects the strategy of despair and sup,orts instead the strategy of hope and survival.
We will begin to eliminate the threat posed by strategic nuclear
1issiles as soon as possible. Our only purpose (one all people share) is to
educe the danger of nuclear war. To that end, we will use superior Amer;an technology to achieve space-based and ground-based defensive
ystems as soon as possible to protect the lives of the American people
nd our allies.
President Reagan has asked, "Would it not be better to save lives
han to avenge them?" The Republican Party answers, .. Yes!"
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