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INTRODUCTION 

For many years, the independent newspaper La Prensa has been 
synonymous with the struggle for freedom in Nicaragua, Under 
former editor Pedro Joaquin Chamorro, La Prensa was a major 
force of opposition to the Somoza dictatorship and a frequent 
target of government repression. Chamorro's assassination in 
1978 touched off the popular rebellion leading to Somoza's 
fall, Under the Sandinistas, La Prensa continues to play a 
vital rol~ in the struggle for democracy in Nicaragua. La 
Prensa's ability or inability to publish freely has become, 
like the exercise of other civil and political rights in 
Nicaragua, a barometer of government repression. 

After Somoza, the outlook for basic rights seemed 
excellent, The _Sandinista-dominated Government of National 
Reconstruction guaranteed freedom of the press and speech among 
other rights, In the program of government sent to the 
organization of American States on July 12, 1979, the 
Sandinista-dominated Government of National Reconstruction 
promised "a special guarantee shall be granted to the freedom 
of issuing information and the publishing of information 
[and] all laws that repress freedom of information shall be 
abolished." On August 21, 1979, the National Government of 
Reconstruction issued the Statute of Rights and Guarantees of 
Nicaraguans guaranteeing basic civil and human rights, 
including freedom of the press and expression, 

Despite their promises, the Sandinistas immediately took 
control of the media, seizing two television stations and most 
radio stations, Recognizing that it would be politically 
damaging to shut down the internationally renowned La Prensa, 
the Sandinistas tried instead to muzzle the paper through heavy 
censorship, arrests and imprisonment of editors and staff, 
bannings, slander, and economic pressures. 

In 1982, de facto government censorship became law when the 
government imposed a state of emergency formally suspending 
basic civil rights, including freedom of the press. Since 
then, La Prensa's editors have had to submit copy in advance to 
government censors. Editor Roberto Cardenal Chamorro estimates 
the paper has "suffered an average delay of public.g.tion of 
about five hours every day, and has found 47% of the submitted 
material censored,'' The government prohibits La Piensa from 
printing blank spaces to show where articles have been cut. 
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On April 7, 1986, 80% of 
editors to cancel the issue. 
Prensa not publishing at all 

the paper was censored, leading 
Censorship has resulted in La 

more than 40 times. 

The Sandinistas officially relaxed the state of emergency, 
including press restrictions, during the 1984 election 
campaign. In reality, the independent media remained severely 
restricted, La Prensa, for example, was prevented from 
printing an article and photographs of a rally for Arturo Cruz, 
the presidential candidate of the major democratic opposition 
coalition, The rally was violently disrupted by Sandinista 
mobs which attacked Cruz and his supporters. The Sandinista
controlled media, on the other hand, continued to function 
freely during the election campaign. 

In October 1985, the Sandinistas announced the current 
crackdown on civil liberties, suspending basic civil and 
political rights. Shortly thereafter, the Sandinista
controlled National Assembly amended the decree to allow 
freedom of the press for all but national security and economic 
matters. Government censors continue arbitrarily cutting 
material without fegard to the law. Editor Jaime Chamorro 
protested to Carlos Nunez, the President of the National 
Assembly and a Sandinista comandante, that the government ''has 
continued censoring La Prensa as if nothing had occurred in the 
Assembly. That is to say, it throws out, cuts and mutilates 
all kinds of information, especially that of a Catholic 
religious nature.'' 

In August 1982, Violeta Chamorro, a former member of the 
Sandinista junta and the widow of Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Sr., 
wrote a famous article, ''Freedom of the Press Does Not Exist in 
Nicaragua." 

I cannot help remembering when on July 19 of 1979 I entered 
my homeland at the head of a new Government of National 
Reconstruction, accompanied by the good will, the 
understanding and support of all the democratic nations of 
the world. I felt strong and satisfied at having regained 
the liberty lost during the Somocista dictatorship, 
thinking that the much longed-for freedom of thought, 
speech and writing, as well as their indispensable 
consequences of political pluralism and a mixed economy 
would now be achieved ...• But I feel now that I am reliving 
that horrible nightmare .... 

At the beginning when only freedom of the p~ess is 
taken away or hindered, it would seem that the only thing 
lost is the privilege of being informed, the right to 
complain and protest. But in a short while, owing to the 
lack of freedom of expression, the public power increases, 
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becomes deformed and undoes the function of the government 
whose legitimate mission is to see to the common good of 
the citizens without distinction of classes, parties or 
religions. 

Then begins the second stage, in which the abuses are 
multiplied, the bloody deed~ repeated, the injustices 
heaped up. The people whimper and whine in silence, 
gagged, whispering their sorrows, and end by repenting of 
having let [the government] take away the freedom to 
protest, while they still had strength and the possibility 
of exercising it. 

The article was censored. 

Seven years after the fall of the Somoza dictatorship, 
Violeta Chamorro, and her brother-in-law, editor Jaime 
Chamorro, are still struggling to publish freely. Like many 
other leaders of the Nicaraguan internal opposition, Violeta 
Chamorro insists that regional peace depends on the 
democratization of Nicaragua. In a speech on May 21, 1986, 
Mrs. Chamorro sai§, ''the external dimension ... is no more than 
the reflection and the echo of an interior imbalance revealed 
in popular discontent, emigration, and exile." Her speech is 
included here. 

The Sandinista government has censored thousands of 
articles. The articles reprinted here were censored between 
October 1985 and April 1986. Although they constitute a small 
fraction of the total number of censored articles, they 
represent the kind of press the government cannot tolerate. 
Some articles concern political parties, independent labor 
union activities, and the church--subjects anathema to a 
totalitarian regime. Editor Jaime Chamorro has said that the 
paper almost never attempts to publish stories about the 
anti-Sandinista rebels because they are always rejected. 

The government also cuts seemingly innocuous stories about 
elections for the veterinarians' association, or storm damage 
to crops. Censorship of these articles reveals the acute 
sensitivity of totalitarian regimes to anything not controlled 
by the party, even the weather, Former editor Pedro Joaquin 
Chamorro, Jr,, son of the slain editor, went into exile in 
December 1984. He had received death threats and despaired of 
La Prensa's future in Sandinista-ruled Nicaragua where "a news 
item about a 96-year-old lady who committed suicide because she 
was tired of her existence is looked on as an attack.~gainst 
the psychic health of the people and therefore an at"f.ack 
against the 'security of the state,'" 
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Without Liberty, There Will Never Be Peace 

Violeta Chamorro 
Sheraton Grand Hotel 

Washington, D.C. 
May 2~, 1986 

Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, I am grateful for the great 
honor of addressing you, or rather talking with you, about a 
problem which for me is unending, that of speaking about the 
newspaper La Prensa, Managua, Nicaragua, 

I feel a great joy to see this audience, which wants to 
hear from my own voice and from my own heart the acute 
hardships that one undergoes when fighting for liberty. 

It is hard to be free. La Prensa, I want you to know, 
chose this path sixty years ago. The newspaper La Prensa just 
completed sixty years of journalism since its founding by the 
Chamorro family, There are many Chamorros--there are many 
generations of Chamorros--in a country of only three and a half 
million inhabitants. 

I want to talk to you [about the period of time] from the 
8th of December, 1950, the day I married Pedro Joaquin, to the 
day of his assassination, the 10th of January, 1978, and of his 
responsibility--responsibility that because of life's design I 
have had to undertake. This responsibility is the democratic 
ideal for which my husband Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Cardenal 
lived and gave his life. 

Our newspaper, in its struggle for freedom, has gone 
through many vicissitudes: exile, prisons, persecutions, not to 
mention censorship and even bloodshed. ~11 this during the 
period of the three Somoza dictatorships. 

I want to talk to you about the legacy which I inheirited 
from Pedro Joaquin, a legacy which continues to appear in our 
daily discussions. This legacy is his love for his country, 
Nicaragua, and his commitment to insure that Nicaragua would 
once again become a republic, He used to tell me how necessary 
it was to do something for all the sons and daughters of 
Nicaragua, and how many times you win, and other times you are 
betrayed. 

What I have had to live through since Pedro's assassination 
has been very sad and anguished, because I have seen how the 
ideals of an entire people, a people seeking only liberty and 
justice, have been betrayed, Today is May 21st, 1986, for 
example, and my husband's murder has not yet been clarified. 
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As we say in Nicaragua, everything is still "behind the 
curtains,'' Neither in Somoza's time, nor presently, has 
justice been done. 

As a Christian and believer in true justice, I haven't lost 
hope that some day we will know who were the intellectual 
perpetrators of this crime against which the whole people of 
Nicaragua stood up. This is ~uman and any person who cares 
about his loved ones has the obligation to search for the real 
truth and justice. 

Unfortunately, as I said earlier, we ended the fifty year 
dictatorship of the Somozas and now we are completing seven 
years under an ideology that our people, being Christian and of 
western customs, cannot accept. A Marxist-Leninist communism 
is being imposed upon us. This new odyssey began after my 
husband's assassination. It was then when the entire country 
began to unite and rise against the [Somoza] system. 

A year after my husband's murder, while visiting one of my 
daughters living in exile in Costa Rica, I received an offer to 
become part of a new government that would bring peace to 
Nicaragua, free'elections for the Nicaraguans, political 
pluralism, a mixed economy, a veritable non-alignment, and full 
respect for human rights. All this within the framework of 
real freedom of the press. Under these conditions, I consented 
to be part of the famous revolutionary junta. 

When I returned to Nicaragua, July 19th, 1979, from the 
first day I began to see things I couldn't imagine, things very 
different from that to which we had committed ourselves. I 
began to sense an excess in militarism, an exaggerated Cuban 
presence, a disdain for democratic ideas and opinions, and a 
disregard for those who did not belong to the Sandinista party, 

From that day, I began to fight from within the governing 
junta to fulfill the commitments we had made to the democracies 
of Latin America and the rest of the world which had helped us 
overthrow Somoza. I fought for nine months, all in vain, until 
I finally managed to have them accept my resignation because I 
could no longer betray my conscience and, especially, the 
ideals that I shared during 27 years alongside Pedro. 

The very day after they accepted my resignation, La Prensa 
was seized, but, thank God, we recovered it to continue our 
struggle to insure that Nicaragua returns to being a republic. 
This is a struggle which we have continued to this day. 
However, with all the pain in my soul, I want to tell you that 
today's dictatorship is much more difficult than under Somoza. 
Sadly, we left one dictatorship only to fall into a worse one. 
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I would like to take advantage of this meeting to read you 
an open letter to the Latin American presidents which was 
published in La Nacion, Costa Rica: 

My message is the thinking of La Prensa and the. 
majority of my country, silenced both by a Marxist-Leninist 
dictatorship and by Contadora's lack of attention to our 
view, the Nicaraguan people--we who live in this country 
with our freedoms confiscated, but who know that we are the 
true masters of our future. 

We are certain that the road to peace has reached its 
final and decisive crossroad: either Nicaragua signs the 
Contadora Act of Peace, or Contadora ends its noble gesture 
in a failure that will be all of Latin America's as well. 
We believe the Act intends to establish peace, but peace 
has two dimensions that are closely connected: the external 
and the internal. 

The external dimension, which apparently has been the 
one more dealt with by Contadora and the Contadora Support 
Group, is no morW than the reflection and the echo of an 
interior imbalance revealed in popular discontent, 
emigration and exile, which nourish subversion and the war 
of those who search through violent means for what they 
can't achieve through non-violent means. 

The Sandinista Front has limited the use of power in 
the service of its own partisan gain, has crushed by all 
means of power whatever party, group, or person which shows 
independence or different thinking. 

Every demand for democratic participatiqn in the 
development of Nicaragua's destiny has been rejected with 
intimidation and force. 

Only the Sandinista Front has rights and guarantees in 
Nicaragua. But peace begins by giving back these rights 
that belong to all our people, by yielding power. By 
living together civilly and practicing democracy, the only 
system that allows for opposition-government relations, and 
that guarantees something essential to man and very 
especially to the Nicaraguan: freedom. 

Without liberty first, there will never be peace. 

We democratic Nicaraguans believe that the Contadora 
Act should give equal importance to demilitarizatiqn; it 
should give equal importance to the removal of foreign 
advisors and to the public liberties of an oppressed 
people. If the Contadora Act is signed and all its 
provisions are complied with--both those which look outward 
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and those which look inward--we will have achieved peace 
and a new life for Nicaragua. It would be a total 
turnaround. The Republic of Nicaragua, for which my 
husband died, would be realized. It would be a truly free 
country where one does not win through war but through 
dialogue. Not with slaughte-r, but with democracy, 

If, on the other hand, this act is not signed by the FSLN 
or is signed but not complied with, Ni~aragua will keep on 
destroying itself, our youth will keep dying, and the 
danger of violent confrontation in Central America will 
increase. Those responsible for this will not only be the 
nine comandantes, but all of Latin America. 

This is is my newspaper's position with regards to the Central 
American crisis, and I want you all to know it. 

In closing, I would like to ask you ladies and gentlemen, 
and particularly my colleagues, the members of the press of 
this country, that,you open your eyes and not forget my 
country, that we are going through the worst crisis and the 
worst repression in our history. 

Before we fought against the worst dictatorship in the 
continent: the Somozas. Now, we are fighting against Cuba and 
the Soviet Union who have taken over Nicaragua. We know it is 
hard to be free. But La Prensa and the people of Nicaragua 
have chosen this road as long as God is on our side, 

I would like to show all of you present, so you can witness 
with your own eyes, how our newspaper is censored. This paper 
is from Thursday, May 15, 1986. The headline said, ''Panamanian 
Foreign Minister confirms: Sandinistas will sign the treaty." 
The headline was censored and written over it is "DO NOT 
PUBLISH,'' Another headline, ''White House affirms: the signing 
of the treaty is not enough." Again, "DO NOT PUBLISH." 
Another headline, "Complete control over wholesalers." ''DO NOT 
PUBLISH." Another headline, "Habib meets with UNO leaders," 
''DO NOT PUBLISH.'' One more so as not to bore you, "Sandinista 
protest over opposition visit to Venezuela." "DO NOT 
PUBLISH," On the headline, "Political document has great 
impact in Contadora countries," they wrote, "DO NOT PUBLISH." 
This article is about the political groups opposing the 
Sandinistas and still living in Managua, Nicaragua. They have 
signed an accord as the Nicaraguan opposition against the 
Sandinistas but are never allowed to speak about the~selves nor 
any of their affairs. This is an example of the total control 
under which we live in Nicaragua. · 

On speaking of La Prensa, I tell you sadly, that there is 
complete censorship and I don't wish it on any of you here 
today. Everday I praise and congratulate all of those who 
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collaborate with our paper, who write and rewrite our paper 
two, three or four times a day. But we have the obligation, as 
Nicaraguans, and especially those of us who are still in 
Nicaragua, to publish even with the censorship and the 
vicissitudes under which we live. This newspaper must exist in 
Nicaragua! 

I ask you once again to listen to the voice of the 
Nicaraguans, a voice that is being extinguished. Thank you 
very much for having listened and good evening. 
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CHURCH TO ANNOUNCE FORMATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
October 13, 1985 

The Peace and Justice Commission directed by the Archdiocese of 
Managua is being formed and will be officially announc~d soon 
by Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, it was learned from 
religious sources. 

This commission would consist of several departments, among 
them the Legal Department, which will be headed by Dr. Martha 
Patricia Baltodano, former coordinator of the CPDH [Human 
Rights Commission]. It was said that this commission would be 
something like the "Legal Aid'' of El Salvador, which is under 
the direction of the Archbishopric of that country. 

The offices of the Peace and Justice Commission are 
operating in the installations of the Archbishop's Curia in Las 
Sierritas, Managua, 

They will handle cases of human rights violations as well 
as violations that persons and organizations commit against 
justice and peace . .i 

CHURCH NEWSPAPER IGLESIA PUBLISHES FIRS'r ISSUE 
October 13, 1985 

The church bulletin Iglesia, published by the Archdiocese of 
Managua, appeared in public today and is being distributed in 
all the parishes of Managua and other cities, 

According to its publishers, the legal-size bulletin will 
have a biweekly circulation and in its eight pages will carry 
ecclesiastic information. 

Information provided in the Archbishop's Curia states that 
the initial edition of this religious bulletin was 15,000 
copies and that it could be increased depending on the demand 
for it. 

We learned that for the first edition of the newspaper 
Iglesia its cost will be a voluntary contribution; subsequent 
issues will cost 20 cordobas, 

The official organ of the archdiocese, we were told, will 
not only be at the service of the Curia but also of the other 
dioceses of the country. 
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INTERIOR MINISTRY CONFISCATES CATHOLIC CHURCH'S NEWSPAPER 
October 14, 1985 

The first edition of the Catholic bulletin Iglesia, which began 
circulating throughout all the parishes of the arqhdiocese on 
the 12th of this month, was confiscated on the afternoon of 
that same day by some 10 armed policemen of the Ministry of 
Interior who arrived at the· 
printshop of the Curia. 

The foregoing was confirmed this morning to La Prensa by 
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, archbishop of Managua, who also 
said that the total number of 8-page copies confiscated by the 
military was 10,000, 

Asked his opinion or comments on the seizure of the 
religious newspaper, he answered: "I want to have more 
information before speaking on the subject; I would like to 
first have a contact with Monsignor Carballo, who at this time, 
I understand, is meeting with the police authorities who seized 
the bulletin Iglesia last Saturday, through several policemen 
who surrounde« the printshop where it was published." 

Prior to these statements by the archbishop, the vicar for 
the media and director-editor of Iglesia, informed this evening 
paper via telephone that the Directorate of the Media of the 
Ministry of Interior, employing 10 policemen, had last Saturday 
confiscated 10,000 copies of the Catholic bulletin, which was 
the entire run published that day, 

He added that in addition to the newspapers, they also took 
the plates and negatives used to print Iglesia. 

All this happened, he explained, while he and other priests 
and helpers were in the archdiocese print shop of the 
archdiocese shipping deliveries to the various parishes of the 
capital. 

At that time, he added, a driver of Radio Catol1ca, 
Francisco Aleman, who had some copies of Iglesia with him for 
distribution, was arrested by the police and hours later 
released, 

According to Monsignor Carballo, the police used force to 
make the Radio Catolica driver recover the newspapers which on 
that same Saturday afternoon he had already distributed in some 
churches. 

Monsignor Carballo also reported that under pressure by the 
Directorate of the Media, Iglesia was formally registered 
Saturday morning with that office as a prerequisite for being 
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allowed to publish it, but that they subsequently responded 
with the confiscation of the 10,000 copies which on Sunday were 
to be distributed gratis among the faithful of the archdiocese 
of Managua. 

He added that he had been called to appear this morni,ng 
before Captain Charlotte Baltodano, one of those responsible in 
the Ministry of Interior for apply~ng press censorship. 

This is the first time that something like this has 
happened to the Nicaraguan Church, since on previous occasions 
when the Curia had published other registered bulletins they 
had never been censored nor much less confiscated or seized, 

LABOR LEADERS PROTEST REDUCTION OF CHRISTMAS BONUS 
October 15, 1985 

A delegation consisting of 20 of the top-ranking leaders of the 
General Confederation of Labor (independent) [CGT(i)] showed up 
in the National Assembly this morning. 

Part of that delegation was not able to enter the debating 
chamber where a working commission was to make known the 
decision regarding the payment of the Christmas bonus to 
employees and workers throughout the country. 

Meanwhile, at the CGT(i) headquarters, Alejandro Solorzano, 
surrounded by his colleagues, continued his voluntary fast to 
express his "peaceful resistance" to the measure to reduce the 
bonus. 

Alejandro Solorzano said that he would continue that 
"fast," while receiving messages of solidarity and support from 
workers, laborers and union members. 

When reporters from La Prensa were holding a dialogue with 
the CGT workers and leaders, the Socialist congressman, Domingo 
Sanchez Salgado arrived, stating that this was a clearcut 
position on behalf of the workers as a whole. 

Later, another leader told the La Prensa reporter that a 
group of CGT(i) leaders was planning to remain in front of the 
Assembly building, thereby demonstrating the solidarity and 

~backing for the proposition calling for complete, 100 percent 
payment of the bonus, to all workers and employees of an 

"administrative, technical nature, etc. 

Alejandro Solorzano had no comment on what certain i:tews 
•edia had published, supposedly expressed by leaders of labor 

nions such as CST [Sandinista Central Organization of 
Orkers], and ATC [Association of Agricultural Workers], and 
andinista leaders. 
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Nevertheless, he denied that his position of fasting was a 
''demagogic, opportunistic" demonstration, as a pro-Sandinista 
newspaper described it this morning. 

Sanchez Salgado claimed that, in the past, there had been a 
"Pancho Argenau Papi" in the Chamber of Deputies, and that now 
there was another similar one. 

He remarked: "In the past, there was a newspaper called 
Novedades; now there is another paper using the same technique, 
like calling the workers opportunists and demagogues." 

The workers from different labor confederations started 
sending messages of support to Alejandro Solorzano, to the 
CGT(i) and to the leaders who are engaged in an effort to 
demand acknowledgment, this year, for payment of the bonus, in 
its entirety, to all workers. 

They also expressed great dissatisfaction with the 
statements made by a minister of state, who claimed that it was 
very difficult to 
provide exact st,tistics on the unemployment fund; "like 
someone saying t6at there is no control there," commented one 
leader. 

The workers also pointed out that the work on the Luis 
Alfonso Velazquez park had been done with donations from 
Sweden; the Bolivar freeway, with donations from Venezuela; 
many projects, such as the Tiscapa one, had donations from 
France, and so on. Therefore, certain projects and communal 
works, as well as infrastructural projects have been depicted 
in a confused manner, as if they were constructed with the 
unemployment fund. The fact is that many construction projects 
carried out since the victory have been based on donations from 
countries friendly toward this revolution and this people, the 
workers claimed. 

Furthermore, it was established that at the end of each 
year, the ministers are to be given $500, plus a Christmas 
basket containing wines, fine liquors, canned goods and 
delicacies of an expensive type. They are also given very 
expensive gifts, just because they are ministers or 
high-ranking officials; but the workers are denied what they 
have gained through struggles and sacrifices. Another worker 
commented: ''Demagoguery means taking away from the workers what 
they have gained through sacrifice." 
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CUBANS' NEIGHBORS FRUSTRATED BY "CONSTANT DISTURBANCES'' 
October 16, 1985 

Chinandega--Neighbors of a residence occupied by Cubans cannot 
find anyone to whom they can resort to have the latter's 
attention called to their constant disturbances. 

There is the residence that belonged to Dr. Domingo Tuckler 
Martinez, located in the Guadalupe district, which is currently 
being used to house a large number of Cubans, 

The neighbors note that, late last Thursday night, the 
aforementioned persons arrived banging at the doors and causing 
a terrific disturbance. 

Furthermore, another house which was owned by Mr. Leonidas 
Zamora has also been converted into a dwelling for Cuban 
physicians, who are similarly committing abuses. 

At about 2300 hours on Friday night, several of these 
doctors were driving about on the town's streets in a red 
Toyota, with license plates IICC104, at high speed, 
jeopardizing the~ew passers-by who venture out on the streets 
at night. 

POLITICAL PARTIES CRI'rICIZE s·rATE OF EMERGENCY 
October 26, 1985 

Managua, Oct (ACAN-EFE)--Six Nicaraguan political parties of 
various persuasions agreed here today upon rejection of the 
state of national emergency imposed by the Sandinista regime on 
15 October. 

After a 2-hour meeting at the headquarters of the 
Independent Liberal Party (PLI), the Socialist, Communist, 
Social Christian, Popular Social Christian, and Democratic 
Conservative political groups analyzed the stand-by measure 
imposed by the government. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, the head of the Social 
Christian Party, Erick Ramirez, told ACAN-EFE that the leaders 
of the political parties who met last night "agreed on 
rejecting the state of national emergency." 

The Sandinista regime imposed the national state of 
emergency after arguing that the United States is attempting to 
form an internal ideological front, using as tools J;>oth the 
right and left wing parties, as well as La Prensa arid the 
Catholic Church, 
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The stand-by measure suspends the right to strike, to 
freedom of speech, of association, of assembly, and of 
demonstration, among other citizens' rights and guarantees, for 
a period of a year. 

OUTDOOR MASS PROHIBITED, TRANSPORTATION RESTRICTED 
October 26, 1985 

Members of the Sandinista Defense Committees are agitating in 
the different municipalities of the department of Chontales to 
let it be known that there will be no transportation to take 
people to La Libertad, 

The livestock raisers of that department had agreed to 
supply trucks to carry the Catholic Church members to that 
town, to welco'me Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo; but the local 
police notified the truck owners that the transportation of 
people on trucks was banned, citing the state of emergency. 

Only the circula,tion of private vehicles will be allowed, 
for attending the Mass at which the Nicaraguan cardinal will 
officiate. 

Moreover, the authorities have announced to the residents 
of the department of Chontales the implementation of the state 
of emergency, hours before the arrival of Cardinal Obando y 
Bravo. 

Ban on Open Air Mass 

It was also learned that the organizers of the open air 
Mass in Juigalpa were informed that this liturgical ceremony 
was not allowed, and that the Mass would have to be celebrated 
under a roof, and that people who were outside of the church or 
premises would have to be removed. 

This same measure will be implemented in La Libertad, 
because the state of emergency would not allow large crowds of 
people out in the open. 

Complaint to the Vatican 

The religious organizations backing the visit by Cardinal 
Miguel Obando y Bravo to the department of Chontales agreed to 
send a letter to the Vatican, to complain of persecution 
against Catholic ceremonies, and to have a copy of tha~ letter 
sent to the secretary general of the United Nations 
Organization, Javier Perez de Cuellar, so that he might be 
informed of the [degree of] religious freedom that exists in 
Nicaragua. 
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We were informed from Juigalpa this morning that, 
yesterday, the sale of fuel in gas stations was restricted; for 
which reason Catholics made appeals to the town's military 
commander to use his good offices to prevent the total stoppage 
of sales. The member of the military replied that, although 
that was not within his jurisdiction, he would take the . . ' pertinent action. 

It was also noted that the registration of vehicles was 
being done painstakingly by the police. 

This morning, the results of the zonal military commander's 
action regarding the sale of fuel in gas stations were not yet 
known; however, the public is paying heed to the matter, since 
there are many people who want to travel to La Libertad in 
order to participate in the great reception planned for 
Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, who left Managua about 0700 
hours, accompanied by the auxiliary bishop, Monsignor Vivas 
Robelo, and other members of the Archiepiscopal Curia. 

Calls 

Our editorial -Office received telephone calls from several 
private residences reporting that, last night, in some sections 
of the northern highway, where there were several buses 
intending to carry Church members to the town of La Libertad, 
the latter were damaged. 

In brief, it was reported that the tires of several 
vehicles were cut with knives and, in other instances, machetes 
and even an axe were used to destroy the tires, so as to 
prevent those vehicles from carrying the people who wanted to 

.go to La Libertad and Juigalpa to accompany Cardinal Miguel 
Obando y Bravo. 

This morning, in Juigalpa, they were waiting for the 
religious and spiritual guide, who will first hold a religious 
ceremony in the departmental headquarters, later proceeding to 
his birthplace, La Libertad, a little town located about 40 
kilometers inland. 

This is the first visit paid by the Cardinal to that town, 
once a very active mining town, where several gold mines have 
been closed for over 20 years. 

Miguel Obando y Bravo, born in La Libertad and raised in 
that little town up until the age of 10, is loved and admired 
by the great mass of peasants who, today, will gather to attend 
the Holy Office at which he will preside, with variot;Hl priests 
from that diocese, headed by Monsignor Pablo Antonio Vega, 
bishop of Chontales, 
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In different districts, committees of Church members were 
formed for their corresponding trip to Juigalpa and La Libertad. 

Religious authorities had indicated in advance that the 
committee for reception and organization of the Cardinal's 
visit to his native town had requested, ahead of time, ' 
permission from the pertinent authorities; because there are 
restrictions due to the suspension of guarantees, and that 
those authorities had legally permitted this Catholic religious 
gathering presided over by the Cardinal of Nicaragua. 

It was impossible to procure further details on the damage 
caused to the vehicles and veiled threats to the Church members 
who were ready to participate in the liturgical ceremonies to 
be held today in Juigalpa and La Libertad, where thousands of 
peasants were attempting to travel on foot, on horseback, on 
trucks and on buses, etc., to the town and the route through 
which Cardinal Miguel will pass. 

Juigalpa--The Catholic people of Chontales reacted with 
great indignation after learning of the Sandinista government's 
unheard of order to/prohibit in a threatening manner the open 
air Mass said by Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo. 

In a presumptuous act, authorities from the Ministry of 
Interior announced this measure, which also includes a ban 
against the organization of any religious activity on the 
occasion of Cardinal Obando y Bravo's pastoral visit on the 
part of the vice president of the Bishops Conference, Monsignor 
Pablo Antonio Vega. 

The Catholic people of Chontales forcefully condemned the 
pressure from the Sandinista government against the Catholic 
Church, which is the victim of new, ferocious persecution. 

It was learned that Monsignor Pablo Antonio Vega was 
pressured, telling him that, if he organized the open air 
religious ceremony, the foreign priests serving in this 
department would be expelled. 

The Ministry of Interior decided that Cardinal Obando y 
Bravo may only celebrate Mass in the churches, thereby overtly 
violating the right of religious freedom which is supposed to 
exist in Nicaragua. 

In the view of the people of Chontales, the threats and 
pressure on the part of the CDS [Sandinista Defense Committees] 
mobs of demonstrators carried out yesterday against any person 
who expressed a desire to participate in today's open air Mass 
in Juigalpa are merely the prelude to a ban on Cardinal Obando 
y Bravo's Mass. 
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SHORTAGES OF BASIC GOODS REPORTED 
October 30, 1086 

Leon -- For several days, the absence of plain and sweet bread 
has been noticed both in bakeries and in grocery stores and 
among street vendors, According to the Leon bakers, MICOIN 
[Ministry of Commerce and Indu•try] has reduced their monthly 
quota of flour by 36% forcing the bakeries to operate only 3 
days a week, while maintaining full pay for the workers. 

Mr. Sergio Rueda, director of the Ministry of Industry's 
Food Department in Region 2, admitted the cut that has been 
made in the flour supply, adding that this situation will 
continue until November because the arrival of a ship loaded 
with wheat coming from a socialist country is expected the 
follwing month. 

In addition to the flour, there is also a shortage of 
cooking oil, which they claim is due to the flaws in the AGROSA 
machinery, from which this region is supplied. The regional 
head of supplies for MICOIN, Daniel Caceres, said that this 
production would get back to normal within 2 weeks. 

Insofar as beans are concerned, although it is true that 
there is a sufficient supply in the shops, the people are not 
asking for them because they are from Thailand and have a taste 
different from that of the native variety. 

GOVERNMENT SHUTS CHURCH RADIO STATION FOR TWO DAYS 
October 30, 1985 

Based on the charge of having broadcast two different versions 
of a previously censored tape, the Directorate of 
Communications Media ordered the temporary closing of 
Nicaraguan Radio Catolica [Catholic Radio] for 2 days. 

The voice of the Church was silenced yesterday, as reported 
by its officials this morning, while the studios of the 
broadcasting station remained silent. 

Its announcers were seated in the waiting room of the 
station in the Altamira section of this capital, 

Only the office personnel were seen working at the 
typewriters and desks, arranging papers and putting files in 
order. 

On the wall of one of the offices there was a list of 
musical recordings, the broadcasting of which is also banned, 
as well as several music cassettes. 
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The Reasons for the Closing 

According to the station's employees, the Media Directorate 
had previously requested from the art directors the original of 
the religious programs, as well as the tapes, which were 
approved after having been inspected. 

On this occasion, there ·were two spots which the 
Directorate claimed were broadcast without approval: First, 
"God's Chosen Ones," which had been identified as a program 
entitled "Saint Elizabeth, Virgin and Martyr," and "Elizabeth 
of Hungary" was carried. 

This is considered a violation of the law, according to the 
Media Directorate. 

Also, the spot devoted to broadcasting "The Voice of the 
Church," with Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo reading from the 
New Testament scriptures or from Christian readings based on 
the Gospel, contained brief sentences which had been censored 
and, due to the unintentional carelessness of the taping 
technician, were not !Suppressed and went on the air. 

The specific sentence is as follows: "When a person wants 
to punish his fellow men, he deprives them of freedom." 

The director of Radio Catolica, Monsignor Bismarck 
Carballo, could not be located; and hence we could not procure 
any statement from him; however, Radio Catolica will go on the 
air again when the period ordered for its closing, for 
broadcasting what was not allowed by the Media Directorate, has 
expired. 

When asked whether this closing has caused any financial 
loss, the station actually claimed support from advertising, 
with which it pays salaries, for electric power and water, 
taxes, etc. 

The station's secretary said: "It is only natural that 
this closing should hurt us financially." 

CARDINAL OBANDO TO CELEBRATE CONFIRMArIONS 
October 31, 1985 

The Santo Domingo Church in Las Sierritas, in Managua, reports 
that Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo will be administering 
confirmation on Sunday, 3 November, at 3 pm. 

Registration will be at 1 p.m., and the discussion required 
of godparents and candidates for confirmation at 1:30 pm. 
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OBANDO CELEBRATES OUTDOOR MASS 
October 31, 1985 

Amidst all the limitations and restrictions, the residents of 
Camoapa burst out with joy yesterday upon receiving in that 
town Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, who celebrated a solemn 
outdoor Mass. 

Don Mariano Alberto Tablada, coordinator of the cardinal's 
arrival in Boaco, told La Prensa that many trucks coming from 
other towns and districts, which would have arrived filled with 
church members, were prevented from traveling. He added: ''For 
this reason, only three jeeps arrived to receive the Cardinal 
at the entrance of the highway to Camoapa." 

Yesterday's visit by the ~rchbishop to the town of Camoapa 
marks the third time that the Sandinistas have not allowed 
Obando y Bravo to hold a procession on the site that he was 
visiting, traveling in an open vehicle, accompanied by the 
thousands of church members with him. 

Tablada said,that the authorities did not allow the streets 
in that locality to be decorated with flags either of the 
church or the nation, and garlands and decorations were banned. 

The citizens of that locality, primarily a cattle raising 
area, said that the Sandinistas did not permit Cardinal Obando 
to be received with a parade with horses. 

In spite of everything, there were many people who defied 
the obstacles and threats of the authorities, and went out into 
the streets to receive Cardinal Obando, exclaiming: ''If the 
Sandinistas are going to take us prisoner and kill us for 
expressing our Christian faith, let them kill us." 

Also yesterday, the Cardinal laid the first stone for what 
will be the Church of San Francisco in the same town. 

"The arrival of the Cardinal is the greatest thing that we 
in Camoapa could have," exclaimed Don Alberto Tablada, while an 
enormous crowd which filled the town square shouted "long live 
Monsignor Obando.'' 

Also the head of the Bishops Conference, Cardinal Obando 
said in his sermon: "We Catholics have the most blessed Mary 
as a mother, and God as a father; therefore, we must first obey 
God, and then the laws of men." 

He added: "For this reason, we are brothers, a"nd as such 
we must love on another, expressing ourselves in work and not 
just words." 
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He said that, just as Christ came to forgive sinners, so 
too the Nicaraguans must forgive one another. 

''We must not respond the same as was done in the past, with 
the law of 'an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,'" 
stressed the Cardinal. 

In conclusion, he said that it was only by being united 
with God and with our brothers that peac~ could be projected in 
the society. 

PHOTO CAPTIONS [Photos omitted] 

1. This was how the square in the locality of Camoapa looked 
yesterday, when Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo celebrated 
an open air Mass there. In the picture, the moment when 
the faithful were cheering the Archbishop, with great 
expressions of joy. 

2. Because of the fact that the authorities prohibited 
Cardinal Obando from entering the town in his traditional 
open vehicle,ithe residents of Camoapa, defying the 
Emergency Law, ran to accompany Cardinal Obando when he 
entered the town of Camoapa yesterday. At the right, the 
Archbishop reached the atrium of the church, accompanied by 
the curate, Alfonso Alvarado, and thousands of church 
members. 

RAINS DAMAGE CROPS 
November 1, 1985 

Engineer Rosendo Diaz Bendana, a member of the board of 
directors of the Agricultural and Livestock Producers Union of 
Nicaragua (UPANIC), told La Prensa: "At the present time, it 
is very difficult to make an assessment of the possible damage 
that this storm has caused to agriculture, primarily because 
the farm owners have not yet made any report." 

"If the rain continues, all the crops will be damaged; for 
example, the rice would presumably be dragged along by the 
streams in various farming areas; and in the case of cotton, 
what might happen is that, if it continues raining, the guayaba 
type would rot, because after so much rain, followed by heat 
which causes humidity, the plant rots." 

The rain is also affecting coffee. It is being knocked off 
the bushes while it is still maturing, hence losing quality and 
value, In any event, the agricultural-livestock producer said, 
if the rainfall continues, the damage will be sizable, "but we 
are unable to estimate it yet, because we have no assessment, 
and this cannot be known until next week," 
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The farming areas most affected at present by the storm are 
Chinandega and Leon, where there are large plantations of 
cotton, rice, beans and other staple grains. 

Insofar as the cotton is concerned, another proble~ 
seriously threatening the crops is the white fly, which is 
devastating the planations; and,. in view of the shortage of 
insecticides, the situation is becoming highly complicated and 
very dangerous for the cotton producers. 

PASSENGERS COMPLAIN OF HIGH TAXI FARES, LACK OF SERVICE 
November 2, 1985 

Taxi fares have become uncontrollable, because they are not set 
according to law, said customers who cannot obtain this service 
unless it is based on extra, prohibitive payment, which is 
abused by the drivers. 

A lady complained that the red taxi with plate 257 charged 
her 100 cordobas to take her from the corner of the Colonial 
Theater to Colonia Centroamerica. In the end, when she told 
the driver that she was willing to pay that amount, he replied 
that now he would not take her despite the fact that his cab 
was empty, and he took off, but not before having offered her 
the service for 150 cordobas. 

The complainant said: "This is blackmail and an abuse that 
should be punished by law." 

Other customers claim that taxi service in the capital has 
disappeared, and that the Ministry of Transportation has not 
controlled the rate, which is currently 30 cordobas per ride 
through a zone. But the fact is that drivers are charging a 
minimum of 50 cordobas, and when 7 p.m. arrives, most of them 
do not provide services. 

Taxi service at night commands a price of between 1,000 and 
1,500 cordobas, and more when sick persqns seeking assistance 
in hospitals are involved, as has been confirmed. 

SANDINISTA AND INDEPENDENT STUDENT GROUPS CLASH 
November 3, 1985 

A new dissociation, this time almost definitive, occurred 
between the members of the National Union of Students (ONE) and 
the Sandinista Youth at the University premises, on 31 bctober, 
when they virtually ejected the president of ONE, Albeito 
Cuadra, from the campus, But the latter, in reprisal, refused 
to turn over the keys to the ONE offices. 

- 21 -



The university campus includes the facilities of the School 
of Humanities, the School of Journalism, the School of 
Psychology and the School of Sociology. 

As may be recalled, Alberto Cuadra was elected president of 
UNE this year by a small number of votes, which was not 
sufficient to allow him to undertake an entire series of 
programs that he had offered to·put into effect while he was 
candidate. 

The opposition that Cuadra has encountered has come partly 
from the defeated members of the Sandinista Youth. This lack 
of understanding between the two organizations has caused 
outdoor battles to break out during the past 2 weeks, 
especially during the nighttime activities. 

On Wednesday, 30 October, Cuadra issued a communique which 
was received with great displeasure by the Sandinista Youth, 
for which reason there was a dispute over the possession of the 
students' main office. 

Cuadra starte& to leave, but took the keys, which is why 
the Sandinista Youth removed the locks from the offices and 
installed chains so as to prevent any further entry by the UNE 
president, Alberto Cuadra. 

Moreover, the university authorities have already been 
informed of what is going on between UNE and the Sandinista 
Youth, and have undertaken an investigation which they must 
complete during the entire month of November, and settle the 
case; because they are of the opinion that it does not suit the 
higher interests of education on the one hand, and those of the 
Sandinista policy, on the other. 

HIGH COSTS FORCE CAR REPAIR SHOPS TO CLOSE 
November 10, 1985 

Slowly but inexorably metalworking shops, particularly 
automotive body repair and paint shops in this capital, are 
closing their doors. 

This is due to the fact that most of the materials used 
cannot be obtained in the country except with gold or dollars 
acquired in the black market. 

As an example of what is happening nowadays, we offer the 
following details obtained by La Prensa from local trade 
sources and from the owners of the few shops still providing 
these important services. · 

The mechanics listed the current costs of the materials 
they use in their work. 
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Everything Sky High 

A "fast-dry'' enamel which normally costs 2,000 cordobas now 
sells for 10,000 cordobas. The epoxy used to repair the doors 
and fenders of cars can be had for $17.00 per kilo, that is, 
12,000 cordobas; a 4-inch paintbrush which a few days Jgo cost 
400 cordobas now can be had for 2,500 cordobas. 

Oxygen, which is also needed by auto repair shops, cannot 
be found anywhere; 3/16" x 8" welding rods can be had for 500 
cordobas each; masking tape which is also useful in the 
painting of cars costs 1,500 cordobas per roll; a yard of 
cloth, which is manufactured in Nicaragua from local raw 
materials (cotton) costs 400 cordobas per yard. (Before, a 
yard of cloth could be bought for 4.50 cordobas.) 

A box of paste for the cleaning of cars, 5,000 cordobas; 
ready-made acrylic lacquer which is also used in the repair of 
cars, 40,000 cordobas per unit; local sandpaper--made from 
crushed glass and shoe repair cement--38 cordobas per sheet. 
No one uses these things because they are not profitable. 

Tires are out of the question. On the black market they 
can be obtained for 28,000 cordobas (sizes 12 and 13). Other 
sizes are more expensive. 

Production 

What is more, producers of some of the above-mentioned 
articles that are made in Nicaragua, such as Kativo and Sur, 
sell their paints in the following way: 

If, for example, production reaches 1,000 cans of paint per 
day, the merchants say: 700 are for the state and rest are 
sent to the distributors; those still operating in the country 
can now be counted on the fingers of the hands. 

It should be noted that part of the products made in 
Managua and delivered to the government is sent to the 
companies of "buddies" of the comandantes, buddies who are the 
principal generators of the "Black Market" and who work openly 
24 hours a day making profits which "dwarf) the salaries now 
being paid by the state and by private enterprise to its 
employees. 

SECURITY POLICE INTERROGATE CHURCH, BUSINESS, LABOR LEADERS 
November 11, 1985 • 

The arrest of [La Prensa] journalist Norman Talavera Sunday 
night joins the long chain of arrests and interrogations which 
State Security has been carrying out for several days. 
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More than 70 persons have been arrested in an unprecedented 
action by State Security. Politicians, businessmen, jurists, 
priests, trade union leaders and others have been the victims 
of these actions. 

' Monsignor Bismarck Carballo was cited, arrested and 
interrogated by the chief of Security himself after occupation 
of COPROSA, a church organization. 

The politicians included Dr. Luis Rivas Leiva, of the 
Social Democratic Party, who was warned to stop certain 
activities and to adhere to the provisions of the Emergency Law. 

Conservative leader Mario Rappaccioli was another of the 
persons cited and interrogated by Security, in addition to the 
well-known jurist, Dr. Enrique Menses Pena, who is present of 
the Center for Unity and the Promotion of Democracy and head of 
the Constitutionalist Liberal Party. 

On the occasion of his arrest, Dr. Meneses Pena was 
interrogated for three consecutive days, fingerprinted and then 
released.. / 

The trade union leaders included members of the Central 
Organization of Nicaraguan Workers (CTN), who were interrogated 
in their homes which were searched. 

Alvin Guthrie Rivers, the top leader of the Trade Union 
Unification Confederation, was cited, interrogated, 
fingerprinted and threatened. 

The leaders of the independent CGT [General Confederation 
of Labor] were not spared the search and interrogations, as 
Alejandro Solorzano, a member of that organization, is still in 
prison as the result of a hunger strike, an action he used to 
demand the complete Christmas bonus for the workers of 
Nicaragua. 

Other persons arrested were Francisco Ortega, a well-known 
merchant from Chinandega, who has already been released; and 
Prof. Ramon Ricardo, who gives talks on human relations. 

Rufo Reyes, who had set up a brand new repair shop called 
"NASA," was also arrested, fingerprinted, interrogated and 
expelled from the country, as he is of Peruvian nationality. 

Reyes Valva had composed several songs in honor of Pope 
John Paul II and Nicaraguan Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo. 

Dr. Marvin Caldera, a well-known industrialist and member 
of the Charismatic Assemblies and an assiduous attendee of El 
Carmen Church, was another person arrested, interrogated and 
later released. 
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Finally, Dr. Alberto Saborio, a well-known Managua 
attorney, was interrogated and arrested in the long chain of 
arrests. 

VETERINARIANS ASSOCIATION ELECTS OFFICERS 
November 12, 1985 

On October 28, 1985, an election was held by the Association of 
Veterinarians to fill two vacancies left by Drs. Humberto 
Martinez and William Arguello, who were serving as president 
and secretary, respectively, and who for personal reasons are 
out of the country. 

The vacancies left were filled by Drs. Jose Maria Cerna 
Obregon and Rafael Hurtado, completing the association's board 
of directors, which now is as follows: President, Dr. Jose 
Maria Cerda O.; Vice President, Dr. Arturo Prado; Secretary, 
Dr. Rafael Hurtado; Treasurer, Dr. Bayardo Fletes; First 
Director, Dr. Cristobal Dedemadis; Second Director, Dr. Roy 
Padget Lopez; Thi'rd Director, Dr. Emilio Enriquez. 

At its first activity, this board which is integrated with 
Independent CONAPRO [National Confederation of Professional 
Associations] will be a tribute to five veterinarians who have 
completed 25 years of professional service. 

EVANGELICALS' MEETING DISRUPTED BY MOBS 
November 14, 1985 

Groups armed with clubs and stones and police units overran the 
place where on the night of Tuesday, 12 November, the 
Evangelical Campaign of the Seven Seals was being held, 

The campaign, which is being held 11-18 November, had 
received the required authorization, according to statements 
made today by evangelicals who were surprised by such a 
decision. 

However, on Tuesday night the police arrived at about 7:00 
p.m. and later youths armed with clubs and stones attacked the 
300 persons who were in that place, which is situated near 
zumen. 

Guillermo Sandoval, an evangelical minister and .the person 
responsible for giving the talks on the "Great Apocalyptic 
Campaign and the Divine Holiness," was arrested as t~e result 
of this incident; however, he has already been released, 
according to our sources. 
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The individuals who overran the place broke streetlights, 
cut the cables supplied by the Nicaraguan Institute of Energy, 
and were finally arrested by the police. 

"We had constructed a platform, a pulpit and had a 
collection box in which all of us deposited a sum of, money; and 
approximately 200,000 cordobas were lost from it, without any 
explanation," said one of the evangelicals who was in the 
tabernacle of the Seven Seals: 

PARENTS PROTEST REQUIRED PURCHASE OF NEWSPAPERS 
November 14, 1985 

Tipitapa (Belarmino)--Several parents of this town have 
approached us to report that they cannot stand certain school 
teachers who are requiring their children to buy Barricada and 
El Nuevo Diario every day. 

"We are too poor to be paying out 600 cordobas per month 
for the purchase of those newspapers." That is the way it was 
put by one of the complairyants, who added: "In those 
newspapers and at the command of the teachers, our children are 
studying political subjects which favor only the interests of 
the current rulers." 

Another of the complainants said: "We parents have barely 
enough money to feed our children badly with the little we 
earn; if the government wishes to continue politicizing our 
young children, then let it assume the costs which up to now we 
parents have borne for the purchase of those political 
newspapers." 

RESISTANCE AMONG 'VOLUNTEER' COFFEE PICKERS REPORTED 
November 24, 1985 

There is a great deal of unrest among the state employees who 
were notified of their "voluntary" mobilization for coffee 
picking, and who will presumably leave for the northern 
mountains and the central zone on 26 November, 

The harvesting of the "little red beans" is apparently 
causing serious difficulties for the administrators of the 
coffee plantations, particularly on the so-called State 
Production Units (UPE), where the required number of pickers is 
lacking. 

The difficulty is being experienced by the heads of the 
National Employees Union (UNE) in all the ministries, who 
cannot find arguments to convince the employees to go to the 
plantations in order to pick coffee. 
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Not even the veiled threats made by certain leaders have 
succeeded in influencing the mood of th~ employees, some of 
whom claim that, if they are mob[lized, they would rather 
resign, because they are not plantation laborers, but rather 
skilled workers, specialists and professionals. 

The latest compulsory meetings -at the state work centers 
have been replete with absenteeism, because the UNE leadership 
has been unable to gather enough people at whom to hurl the 
well-known "mud" of "aggression, imperialism and mercenary 
attacks." 

At least the majority of the ministries will be closed 
temporarily, while others will be closed permanently, or so 
long as the harvesting of coffee is going on. In other 
ministries and decentralized agencies the closing will take 
place in certain departments, according to the regional 
directors of the state union. 

A large number of state employees and officials confirmed 
that they are unwill~ng to be mobilized for the picking, and 
those with a family to support and children to care for, in the 
case of women, are far less willing to do so, 

Most of the employees queried on the subject said that they 
prefer to resign rather than to go to the plantations for the 
picking, Others, who are undoubtedly leaders of FSLN party 
organizations, gladly declare that they are willing to go, "to 
face the consequences." 

Most of the employees and officials appeared extremely 
annoyed and concerned over the announcement of the closing of 
the ministries. 

INDEPENDENT LIBERAL PARTY WITHDRAWS FROM PANEL ON CONS'rITUTION 
November 29, 1985 

The 15 official members of the National Board of Directors of 
the Independent Liberal Party, as well as its Consultative 
Board, have unanimously decided to withdraw from the 
Constitutional Committee. 

Dr. Juan Manuel Gutierrez, president of the PLI assembly, 
during an exclusive interview with La Prensa, said that the 
decisions of his colleagues was motivated by ''the PLI's moral 
tradition which prevents it from continuing to draft a •. 
constitution in a situation in which there is no freedd~ for 
independent opinions." 
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"Freedom of opinion as a whole is infringed; and we are 
withdrawing from the drafting of our constitution, from the 
Constitutional Committee, until the State Emergency is 
suspended," the old party leader said firmly. "To publicly 
debate our constitution, all of us Nicaraguans need instruments 
for the exercise of independent opinion; and such in~truments, 
at present, do not exist in the country, It is absurd to 
continue this way," he said. 

"It should be understood that we are only withdrawing from 
the Constitutional Committee on which two of our represen
tatives are at work; in no way are we withdrawing from the 
National Assembly, in which we will declare and assert that in 
a national climate such as the one we now have it is impossible 
to continue discussion of the Constitution." 

"We are of the unanimous opinion that history later will 
point at us accusingly as being accomplices of the Sandinista 
Front in the construction of a Constitution drawn up in a 
climate without liberties," he said. "We will continue to 
discuss the Constitution in the plenum; however, we will not be 
involved in creating the draft constitution." 

Questioned about his views of a statement a government 
source published this morning that the parties boycotting the 
drafting of the Constitution will be put in their place, Dr. 
Gutierrez said that his party is not boycotting the 
Constitution per se. 

"We are merely withdrawing from the Constitutional 
Committee," he reaffirmed. "We may wind up in jail because of 
that or may be thrown to the mobs; however, nothing will change 
our decision. The position of the Independent Liberal Party," 
he continued, "will be set forth in the current meeting of the 
Liberal International, which at this moment is meeting on the 
Panamanian Contadora Island and which is an international 
assembly attended by European and Latin American statesmen and 
politicians." 

Other reports stated that the Communist and Socialist 
Parties will also withdraw from the work of the Constitutional 
Committee, on which a majority of the Sandinista side of the 
aisle predominates. 

ARMED ROBBERS ACTIVE IN TWO NEIGHBORHOODS 
December 2, 1985 

Residents of the Bosques de Altamira and Altamira Segunda Etapa 
housing developments have protested invasions of their 
neighborhoods by criminals armed with pistols and knives. 
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The assailants even show up during daylight hours, ring 
doorbells, and even go so far as to say that they are looking 
for a friend. When the resident goes to the front door, he is 
staring down the barrel of a revolver. The criminal orders him 
to open the door and then robs him. 

This is the story told by residents of houses only a block 
from the building in which the.offices of CNES are located, 
only two blocks from the police stations known as Plaza del 
Sol, and two blocks from the central offices of MICOIN. 

The last robbery took place last week on the south side of 
the Restaurante China Palace. 

Home of Comandante Lang 

The last forced entry was perpetrated by four men armed 
with machine pistols at the. home of Comandante Emet Lang 
Sacasa. The assailants attacked a family member who had been 
in a traffic accident a short time before and was in a 
wheelchair. 

The criminal~ forced their way into the house, attacked 
their victim, and pistol whipped him about the head, after 
which they committed their robbery. 

The authorities arrived shortly after the robbery of the 
house which is located one block south and one block below the 
Restaurante China Palace. 

La Prensa reporters visited the scene of the crime and were 
told by neighbors that armed thieves have been making life 
impossible for residents, as they show up every day to commit 
their crimes. 

An elderly woman, who for obvious reasons would not give 
her name, told us that a week ago a completely nude man had 
come out of a wooded field at about 1700 hours as two young 
girls were walking down the sidewalk and attempted to assault 
them. Two other clothed men appeared on the scene and passed 
themselves off as "defenders", however, their real intention 
was to rape them. The police were called, but no patrol car 
showed up. The residents had to intervene, and the men who 
were carrying knives ran off, 

Another resident whose husband is quite old told us that 
there are no lights in the area at night and that criminals 
show up at all hours of the day. 

The police were informed of this problem; however, as of 
now the criminals have not been expelled from the sector. They 
operate with such impunity that even the home of Comandante 
Lang Sacasa was visited last week by armed men. 
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Last Thursday, two rather young well dressed men went to 
the home of the above-mentioned couple and range the doorbell. 
They asked whether the couple knew a man with a Chinese last 
name. 

Innocently, the man of the house went to the door1to get a 
better idea of who was making the inquiry; however, he was 
greatly frightened to see that the men were aiming a revolver 
at him. They told him to open the door which was chain locked. 

He immediately closed the door and called the police; 
however, according to him, the police never responded. 

"We want protection. We are defenseless against these 
criminals. We are going to have to buy firearms and ask for a 
license to protect ourselves.'' That was the last thing the man 
told us. He was nervous and had double locks on his doors. 

PERMISSION REQUIRED TO VISIT EMBASSIES 
December 10, 1985 

Effective his week, any person who needs to visit any foreign 
embassy in the country must have authorization from the Central 
Office for the Protection of Embassies, we have learned. 

Members of the Embassy Protection corps said that with the 
exception of diplomats and journalists, all persons will have 
to go to the above-mentioned office, which is located in Las 
Colinas, and explain the reason for the visit in order to 
determine whether its merits approval. 

For their part, journalists and diplomats will also explain 
the reason for their visit by telephone to the above-mentioned 
office to avoid major delays, we were told. 

It is assumed that this new measure has been taken to 
prevent new cases of [political] asylum like the one which 
occurred at the Venezuelan Embassy where several persons took 
refugee last week. These include one member of the Sandinista 
army with his family. 

The Embassy Protection corps has been beefed up at all 
embassies in the country with democratic leanings, with 
greatest surveillance being exercised at the embassies of 
Venezuela, Honduras, Costa Rica, and Guatemala. 

What is more, since last week young males waitin~ their 
turn outside the Honduran Embassy to request a visa to enter 
that country have been arrested and their passports have been 
confiscated. 
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For its part, the Honduran Embassy said officially that 
probably reinforcement of police surveillance represents 
reprisals taken for what the government of Nicaragua considers 
a violation of the dignity of its embassy in Honduras for 
permitting journalists to take photos of the building and its 
personnel, on the day of the recent presidential elections. 

The Government of Nicaragua based its protest on Article 22 
of the Vienna Convention which states that the tranquility of 
personnel of foreign missions should not be disturbed, to which 
the Government of Honduras replied that it does not consider 
such action to be illegal just because the work of the 
journalists was not hindered, as in Honduras there is 
unrestricted freedom of the press. 

It was also said that the Government of Honduras was able 
to proved that journalists who took photos were not Hondurans 
but were from foreign newspapers covering the electoral process 
in Honduras. 

PHARMACISTS IN FINANCIAL STRAITS, GOVERNMENT ACTION REQUESTED 
December 13, 1985 

The National Association of Pharmacy Owners, reacting to the 
crisis being experienced by its members, has sent letters 
requesting an interview with the president of the republic and 
the minister of health; however, despite the fact that several 
weeks have elapsed, this association has not received a reply. 

The pharmacists wish to inform these authorities of a 
series of problems that are hampering their daily activities, 
all of which are performed for the benefit of the populace in 
general. 

The pharmacists claim that their current receipts are 
insufficient to permit their carrying our a series of 
obligations, including the wages of employees and taxes to be 
paid to the state. 

The pharmacists also want to say that the "People's 
Pharmacies," which were established by the Ministry of Health, 
do not work night shifts [no hacen turnos] as the private 
pharmacies are obliged to do; and this is an injustice. 

HARASSMENT BY MASAYA SECURITY POLICE REPORTED 
December 18, 1985 

Leonardo Salazar, a native of the town of Santa Cruz in Tisma, 
reported that he is being harassed by the Masaya State Security 
force, which has brought him in for questioning four times so 
far this year. 
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"I am going to report the harassment to which I have been 
subjected, as have other Tisma families. We are being accused 
of participating in incidents which occurred when young men 
were taken away for military service," he said. 

\ 
Tisma was one of the towns most opposed to the military 

service law; and the mothers of that town engaged in heated 
protests last year. 

The last citation Salazar received was December 14, 1985, 
Among other things, he was asked whether he was a Catholic and 
whether he believed in the revolution. "I told them that I 
only believe in God, as I have nothing to do with the 
revolution," 

Salazar said that because of his answers he was threatened 
by his interrogator; therefore, he fears that he will be 
arrested again, because following those incidents he was 
detained for 1 month on a charge of being one of the leaders of 
this movement. 

Leonardo Salazdr's nephew, Gamali Salazar, has also been 
detained for 4 months in the free zone on the same charge. 
Another member of the family whose name is Salazar Arana is 
being harassed in that town. 

"I have a wife and five children and it is not right that 
they have to endure this anxiety. I have asked the authorities 
to leave me in peace and to allow me to work for my family," he 
said finally. 

MASAYA SECURITY POLICE INTERROGATE MEMBERS OF CATHOLIC CHURCH 
December 19, 1986 

The principal members of the Catholic congregation of the city 
of Niquinohomo were notified in writing to report to the State 
Security offices in Masaya, which are located in the former 
Social Club of that city. 

Notification was made at 0700 hours last Thursday and 
required the following persons to report at 1000 hours that 
same day: Dr. Rolando Avendano Sandino; the estimable lady, 
Lastenia Zambrana de Valerio; Damaso Rivas; Augusto Cesar 
Zambrana; Augusto Munoz; Prof. Sabas Centeno and his wife; 
young Normal Miranda, president of the Knights of the Holy 
Sacrament; and Edwin Alvarado, who could not report because he 
has had a back operation. 

All of them were interrogated about their religious 
activities and the friendship which links them with the town 
parish priest. One woman was asked why the priest ate at her 
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home, why she held the pqsition of president of the Holy 
Sacrament Congregation, and who her relatives were. 

Since Edwin Alvarado was not able to report for 
questioning, State Security agents went to his home where he 
told them he could not get out of bed; however, they 
interrogated him right in his sic~ room. 

Because Miranda is president of the Knights of the Holy 
Sacrament, they took front and side view photos of his face and 
also forced him to be fingerprinted. 

The Catholic populace of Niquinohomo is concerned about 
these unprecedented actions, which threaten them with 
imprisonment because of their religious beliefs. 

HIGH PRICES DRIVE LIQUOR CONSUMPTION DOWN 
December 19, 1985 

The consumption of liquor has decreased a bit due to price 
rises last week, LaFPrensa learned from a survey conducted of 
several Managua liquor stores. 

"After the price rise, we saw sales drop a bit. Previously 
we sold two or three cases a day, but now it is down to one, in 
spite of the fact that we are in the holiday season," said Mrs. 
Marta Castaneda, of the Lorena Liquor Store, 

The liquor prices authorized by the Directorate General of 
Revenue were a surprise to no one, as price increases are 
always announced on these holidays. 

A bottle of extra dry rum now costs from 500 to 540 
cordobas in liquor stores and supermarkets, as prices vary form 
one place to another. The prices of other rums such as Plate 
and Oro have also been raised. 

In another liquor store in Colonia Salvad~rita, the 
proprietor said that even though sales have dropped a little, 
he expects them to go up again at any time, since this 
phenomenon is present with every price rise. 

"First, the people resist buying at higher prices; but 
afterward they become accustomed to them and start buying 
again; therefore, we hope that our clients will buy their 
liquor for the Christmas holidays," he said. 

We talked with Dona Iris 
the Colonial traffic lights. 
dropped a little but that at 
happened on other occasions. 

who has one of these stores 
She too, agreed that sales 

any time they will go up as 
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"When 24 and 31 December come around those are the days 
when the people do their buying; therefore, we will have a 
great recovery," another liquor store owner said. 

The situation in bars and restaurants can be degcribed as 
normal, although the owners of these establishments with great 
pessimism are expecting sales to suffer a drop in January. 

The atmosphere on these holidays is festive, and there is 
more money in circulation; therefore, the price rises have not 
caused much concern among the clients of bars and restaurants, 
where the prices of liquor are higher because of the service 
rendered. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION (CPDH) REPORTS INCREASE IN COMPLAINTS 
December 20, 1985 

During the months of November, the Permanent Commission on 
Human Rights received several denunciations, which have 
increased since the state of emergency was put in place. 

The denuncia'tions reveal that pressure is being directed 
principally at religious and political sectors which present a 
position critical of the Sandinista government. 

Forty individual arrests by the Directorate General of 
State Security were reported to the CPDH, in addition to the 
arrest of 50 peasants from Nueva Guinea and 40 more peasants 
from the Estell region. 

Also denounced were nine cases of common prisoners, which 
are related to human rights violations, such as tortures and 
mistreatment. 

Cases were also reported of citizens being detained as 
hostages pending the arrest or voluntary surrender of family 
members being sought. 

In November, more than a dozen Catholic priests were issued 
summonses by State Security so that they could be warned "that 
they could not criticize the state of emergency or participate 
in religious demonstrations without authorization of the 
Ministry of Interior." 

These priests were fingerprinted and photographed. 

Residents of Chinandega also reported the arrest in 
November of dozens of persons who were members of the welcoming 
committee for Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo, when he made a 
pastoral visit to that city in December 10. Eight leaders of 
the above-mentioned committee were arrested for this reason. 
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GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES' PAY WITHHELD FOR NOT PICKING COFFEE 
December 20, 1985 • 

Employees of the Ministry of Housing and Human Settlements 
(MINVAH) have voiced their disagreement with the measures being 
taken against those who fail to pick coffee. The latter said 
that they had been notified a few days ago that they should 
"voluntarily" go to pick coffee, but they did not expect to see 
penalties imposed upon those who did not respond. These 
penalties, which consist in the docking of their salaries, are 
being applied against some employees who did not answer the 
call. 

In some other cases brought to our attention, the number of 
days they fail to pick coffee after being called upon to do so 
will be deducted from their vacation time. 

The MINVAH employees said that those who have failed to go 
to pick coffee will have other penalties levied against them, 
including dismissal from their jobs. 

"Many of us did.not go to pick coffee because we had no one 
with whom we could leave our children. We cannot leave them by 
themselves, especially since most of us women here have minor 
children that need our care," several mothers said, 

GOVERNMENT INSPECTOR THREATENS MARKET WORKER 
December 21, 1985 

A humble worker named Luis Acevedo Morales, who earns his 
living transporting goods in a cart to the Jinotepe market told 
La Prensa that he had been threatened with a revolver by MICOIN 
[Ministry of Commerce and Industry] inspector Guillermo 
Gonzalez Thursday morning, 19 December. 

According to the man who made the report, he was 
transporting three loads [medias] of wheat to vendor 
Auxiliadora Tapia when he was threatened by this inspector, who 
also warned that he would be put in jail if he returned to the 
town market. 

WOMAN LIVING WITH CUBAN SHOT, DETAILS UNCERTAIN 
December 26, 1985 

Investigations into the case of a young woman who allegedly 
committed suicide on December 13, 1985 in Rivas have qot 
uncovered a thing, according to information supplied G~ Flora 
Enriquez, mother of the victim. 

- 35 -

r 



According to Mrs, Enriquez, her daughter, Leonora Enriquez, 
23, apparently committed suicide after having had a discussion 
with a Cuban with whom she had been living for a year. "I 
suspect that she diu not commit suicide, as neither the 
watchman nor the other Cuban who were at the Nagualpa farm in 
Rivas where they spent the last night heard a shot." ' 

The young woman had worked.as a secretary on a PROAGRO farm 
where the Cuban also works, He is a veterinarian name 
Francisco Valdes. The day of the incident, according to our 
source, many persons said they had seen them talking on the 
slopes of San Jorge. Afterward they went to that farm where 
the tragedy occurred, "The Cuban said that since he was drunk 
he could not hear any shots, as he fill asleep quickly. My 
daughter was found in the bathroom with her hand in the bowl of 
the toilet and a bullet wound in her neck," she said. 

The found woman is survived by two children, 2 and 3, who 
were born of her previous marriage. The revolver with which 
the young woman was killed was owned by the Cuban and was sent 
to Managua in connection with the investigations. 
"But I suspect thpt my daughter did not commit suicide as they 
would have me believe, They have told me nothing about the 
invest~gations they are allegedly conducting in Managua. 

"There is even a rumor that the Cuban is free and that at 
any moment he will be sent back to his country, while I have to 
think about supporting my two grandchildren," Mrs. Enriquez 
said finally. 

NEED TO HALT EXODUS OF PROFESSIONALS NOTED 
January 4, 1986 

Dr. Andres Zuniga, head of CONAPRO [Confederation of 
Professionals of Nicaragua], claimed that salary increases in 
Latin American countries has never solved the domestic problem, 
because they tend to raise consumer goods prices; and if 
professionals have been favored, it has been to prevent an 
increase in the exodus of talent abroad. 

In developed countries, prices of products are set in an 
orderly fashion, and a certain balance is kept with salary 
increases, so that they may bring benefits and thus be able to 
solve domestic problems. 

As its president told EL Diario de los Nicaraguenses, since 
1981, CONAPRO has kept up a campaign to bald the flight of 
professionals, so that they might participate in thi different 
phases of the country's reconstruction. A poster was devised, 
with the map of Nicaragua, and an inscription stating that the 
nation needs their services; but there are several factors 
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fostering the elodus of professionals, such as the lack of 
security, controlled education, the lack of free enterprise, 
the absence of equipment or materials and the Law on Commerce. 
According to Dr. Andres Zuniga, the government should provide 
an area of greater internal confidence, to prevent the ''brain 
drain" abroad. ' 

It may be that this salary increase will retain the 
professionals for only a little longer, because if a rise 
should occur in prices of consumer goods, it would foster their 
determination to leave the country. 

SOCIAL CHRISTIAN YOUTHS' DEATHS DENOUNCED 
January 5, 1985 

The death of the youth, Zacarias Martinez Coronado, 17, and the 
torture of Vicente Rodriguez Martinez, 18, both members of the 
Social Christian Party, were reported to the Permanent Human 
Rights Commission. 

According to th~ report, the two youths were captured on 9 
November by a Sandinist police patrol consisting of six members, 

The complainants said that the reason given by the captors 
was that of recruiting them to render compulsory military 
service, in which they were already enrolled; but that, instead 
of being enlisted in a battalion, they were taken to the El 
Almendro community, of which they were natives. On the way, 
they were savagely beaten with the butts of weapons and 
military boots, according to the relatives of the two youths. 
The ones complaining claimed that the military had left young 
Vicente Rodriguez on the road, believing him to be dead; but he 
managed to recover, and reached his residence in El Almendro. 
On the other hand, they said that Zacarias' body was found 2 
days later, in a state of decomposition, on a site known as 
valle el chorro, located between the county of El Carrizo and 
the municipality of San Isidro. 

GOVERNMENT BANS CEREMONIES ON ANNIVERSARY OF LA PRENSA EDITOR'S 
ASSASSINATION 
January 11, 1986 

Antonio Munguia Pasos, head of the Pedro Joaquin Chamorro Taxi 
Drivers Cooperative, reported that a few days before January 10 
Cesar Nunez of the Interior Ministry had visited them to warn 
them not to hold political ceremonies on that date. 

On the visit that he paid to that group, the military man 
from that department asked them for reports on the activities 
that they would hold, and whether or not they were political. 
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Later, sev~ral representatives from the cooperative went to 
Enrique Schmidt Police Station to request the pertinent permit 
to hold an activity in honor of the martyr of public freedoms. 
There they were told that all ceremonies were banned by the 
state of emergency and that on January 10 only part of the 
board of directors of the Taxi Drivers Cooperative should go to 
the cemetery to leave the wreaths that they carried without 
speeches or further ceremonies. Munguia Pasos said that the 
only activity that they held in front of Ped.r o Joaquin 
[Chamorro]'s grave was to sing the national anthem of 
Nicaragua. Then they placed the wreath which they were 
carrying and left. 

GODOY PROTESTS ARRESTS, STll.'rE OF EMERGENCY 
January 23, 1986 

Virgilio Godoy, president of the Independent Liberal Party 
(PLI}, reported today that all of the male inhabitants of the 
town of "El Jicote," Esteli Province, have been imprisoned by 
Sandinist authorities on charges of collaborating with the 
"counterrevolution.". II. total of 56 prisoners is being held in 
the Office of State ~ecurity prison cells in the departmental 
seat of Esteli, 140 kilometers north of Managua. 

Godoy said that this information was supplied by women 
residing in "El Jicote," who made their report to officials of 
the Liberal Party. "El Jicote is a small community of farmers 
in which there now are only women and children,'' Godoy said. 

''The only successful program of the Sandinist Government is 
the construction of prisons, and this proves it," the leader of 
the Liberal sector in Nicaragua asserted, 

Godoy told a group of journalists who visited him in his 
office that on 15 October 1985, when new restrictions on the 
freedoms of Nicaraguans were announced, the Sandinist 
Revolution ''initiated a rapid decline" in its world image. 

The PLI president said that recent statements by the 
foreign minister of Argentina, Dante Caputo, to the effect that 
the persistence of a pro-Soviet ideology is not compatible with 
peace in Central America demonstrates the isolation of 
Nicaragua's government." "These were very strong statements," 
Godoy said. 

He also said, "The Socialist International involved itself 
in Nicaragua as if it were a major project, but it has become 
disillusioned and is now pressuring the Sandinist Goveinment to 
find an appropriate way out." 
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Godoy rejected statements to the effect that a new 
constitution is a sign of democracy in Nicaragua, as claimed by 
the government. 

"It is important to know whether or not that constitution 
is gong to be applied, We have never been without a 
constitution, The Statute of Human Rights and Guarantees of 
Nicaraguans, which became effectiye with the victory of the 
revolution, says a lost of nice things; but none of them has 
been carried out," the PLI leader said. 

"The big unknown of the constitution is whether or not it 
will be applied in Nicaragua," he added, 

The PLI, along with the Socialist Party, has.withdrawn from 
the discussion of the constitution, which is taking place in 
the National Assembly, The leaders of both parties allege that 
because of the state of emergency restrictions there are 
insufficient ~ivil guarantees to produce a democratic 
discussion of the new constitution. Godoy said that about 10 
percent of the country's current population has fled from 
Nicaragua because of political and economic instability. 

·' 
"School enrollment has dropped 36 percent this year, since 

out of the 1.1 million students enrolled in 1984, the Ministry 
of Education expects an enrollment of only 700,000 students in 
1986," Gcidoy said. 

MINISTER OF EDUCA'l'ION REVIEWS YEAR, CI'rES PROBLEMS 
January 25, 1986 

Following are some of the problems cited at yesterday's press 
conference by education Minister Fernando Cardenal and several 
officials: worrisome scholastic deficiency, a decrease in 
enrollment, a slight improvement in academic proficiency, and 
no funding for the construction of new classrooms. 

On the same occasion, the education minister received 
almost 5 million elementary school textbooks which were bound 
in Nicaragua, although they had been printed and donated by the 
East German Government through its embassy here in Managua. 

The education minister also received about 200 articles of 
sports equipment, including balls, boxing gloves, etc., which 
were distributed to several schools throughout the country. 

In the educational balance sheet for 1985 presented by 
Cardenal, he emphasized the unity of the workers with the UNE 
[National Union of Students] and the Sandinist F~ont and the 
fact that the number of coffee pickers set as a goal had been 
exceeded. 
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With respect to the MED's [Ministry of Education] biggest 
program, the maximum development of popular education, he said 
that slow progress was being made toward the objective of 
having "students participate in thair own education." 

During the press conference, it was reported that the 1986 
annual budget allocated by the central government is 7.6 
billion cordobas. Cardenal said that in 1985 and for 1986 no 
classroom construction had been programmed. "In Nicaragua, we 
wish to promote a survival-economy kind of education." 

He pressed for popular construction of schools with roofs 
of straw and walls of bamboo. "We are not dreaming of good 
laboratories or big libraries for educational purposes; the 
government cannot give such things," he said. 

In this regard, he said that priority would only be given 
to the maintenance of the physical plants already installed and 
that the construction of new physical plants could only be 
accomplished through foreign donations. 

He said that in the economic-survival situation now being 
lived through inMicaragua, expenditures for education would 
not be given priority; instead, such priority will be given to 
the war of defense. 

For his part, Dr. Juan Bautista Arrien said that the 
scholastic deficiency of the children vis-a-vis their ages is 
the major problem being experienced in the country's 
educational sector, which he described as "a serious social and 
cultural problem." 

He also mentioned the dropout problem, which he attributed 
specifically to young men of military service age and those who 
are leaving the country. 

On another subject, he said that declining enrollment has 
been growing since 1983 in both elementary and secondary 
schools and reported that in 1985 there had been a drop of 
848,976 students and that for this year there is a predicted 
decrease of 933,420 students, 771,100 of whom will be 
elementary school students. 

As regards academic proficiency in 1985, he said there was 
slight ''not substantial" improvement. He said that the figures 
for academic proficiency will be released after a study is 
concluded on 4 February. 

On another matter, Minister Fernando Cardenal reported that 
school enrollment this year will take place from 17 to 21 
February and that classes last year will take place from 10 to 
17 February. 
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With regard to tuition fees, which will be increased in the 

private high schools, he said that the details will be 
announced a few days before the enrollment periods. He also 
reported that almost all the teachers, in both the elementary 
and secondary schools, received a salary increase of 100 
percent, effective January 1986. As for the wearing of 
uniforms by students, in both private and public schools, at 
all levels, "principals and teachers. are prohibited from 
requiring students to attend classes in uniform"; however, 
students who have uniforms may wear them to help with family 
budgets. 

CONSUMERS FIND LARD INEDIBLE, USE IT TO MAKE CANDLES 
January 28, 1986 

Boaco -- A large number of Nicaraguans became ill after eating 
food fried in the lard being sold at supply centers. There has 
been such a rejection of this product that even the poorest 
families are refusing to use it. 

On this subject, on~e food store owner said: "This product 
is so bad and since it is real tallow, I decided to make 
candles out of it, as these too are in short supply, and I have 
had good results. Now, they are calling them lard candles 
instead of tallow candles," this active merchant said. 

POLITICAL PARTIES NOT IN NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RES'rRIC'rED 
January 30, 1986 

Comandante Doris Tijerino, national chief of the Sandinista 
Police, unexpectedly issued a communique in which she states 
that the emergency law now in force had not affected the 
activities of political parties, at a time when the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front (FSLN) Government was announcing a 
continental continental conference of political parties in 
Managua. 

According to the regulations announced by Comandante 
Tijerino, it now seems that the political parties represented 
in the National Assembly have the right to organize public 
events, if they request police permission at least 1 week in 
advance, 

Those parties which are not represented in the Assembly 
because they refused to participate in the elections of 
November 1984 are not entitled to these new privileges. 

According to Comandante Tijerino, only those parties which 
participated with the FSLN in the 1984 electoral struggle have 
right to hold meetings and to disseminate their propaganda. 
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In the meantime, the deputy coordinator of the FSLN 
announced this week that a conference will be held in Managua 
for political parties of the American continent, which will be 
attended by about 112 delegates, according to government 
estimates. 

The FSLN has also sent invitations to the leaders 
three most important international political groups: 
Christian Democratic, Socialist and Liberal groups. 

of the 
the 

Andres Zaldivar, head of the Christian Democratic group, 
has declined the invitation. According to official sources, 
the Socialist International will send a delegation headed by 
Carlos Andres Perez and a socialist parliamentarian from Italy. 

OBANDO DENOUNCES HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
April 24, 1985 

Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo declared on Sunday that the 
Nicaraguan Catholic Church condemns human rights violations no 
matter by whom t~hey are committed and expressed his disapproval 
of the recent events in Somotillo where six civilians were 
killed during an ambush. 

During his homily at the Sunday religious service in the 
parish of Santo Domingo, Obando said that the Catholic Church 
of Nicaragua does not now have many ways to make its voice 
heard; however, he emphasized that this institution will always 
assume the responsibility for denouncing violations of human 
rights, without regard for ideologies. 

At the same time, the Cardinal said that he had received a 
petition from several priests in Granada Department to the 
effect that they needed the prayers of the Catholic populace, 
as they had received summonses to report to the offices of 
state security. 

The Cardinal, who at the end of his homily received the 
unanimous applause of the parishioners present, said, "This is 
the only thing we have left (the microphone) to make the voice 
of the Church heard.'' 

"We do not have a radio station, Sunday newsletter, or any 
other way to make our voice heard,'' his Eminence said. 

With regard to the ambush near Somotillo, where an 
internationalist of Swiss nationality was killed, the Cardinal 
said that an impartial investigation of the facts was required. 
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