












































used to be in concentration camps in Europe, they
had already reached the outside of the synagogue.

We were met by a jeep and another small car
with eight members that had handkerchiefs on their
faces, and they identified themselves as members of
the FSLN, [which] means the Sandinista guerrilla
movement. They said that they were the FSLN and
[friends of the] PLO and that they were going to
burn all the Jews. So we were forced back into the
synagogue.

I tried to hit the fire with the water hose, and [
only made the fire bigger. So we wet the curtains,
and we were able to put all the fire out. We had to
wait about 20 minutes, I believe it was, because we
couldn’t go outside. Those people were still outside.

Three times I was followed, and they tried to
kill me three times. Twice they tried to burn me.
With gasoline, they tried to burn the car. Other
times, 1 did not take the path or the road that they
thought T was going to take, because every day we
would take a different road. We knew already that
we were being followed. We were all receiving, not
only myself, but the rest of the Jewish families,
receiving harassment, threats, phone calls. And all
this made us little by little, one by one, leave
Nicaragua.

During Oscar Kellermann'’s previous stay in the United
States he had become a U.S. citizen. On July 25, 1979, the
Kellermanns received a call from the U.S. Embassy in
Managua and were advised to leave the next day. Accord-
ing to Mr. Kellermann, the Embassy told him ‘‘Nicaragua
was no longer a safe place for American citizens to
be . . . and especially [for] me of the Jewish faith.””

After the revolution, Sarita Kellermann returned to
Managua to pack the family’s household goods.

Sarita Kellerman: I was in my house, and day after
day, I had to open the doors to trucks with soldiers
with machineguns, with rifles, that came to search
the house without a warrant. And they . . .
vandalized and looted the house every time. I was
even afraid to pick up a phone, because all I heard
in the phone was threats against me as a Jew,
“Dirty Jew.”” ““You better get out before we kill
you.”” ““What Hitler started, we’ll finish.”” And [
could go on, saying what T heard.

Now, it’s not very pleasant to be intimidated in
that form. And T found it very difficult to live in an
atmosphere where I knew that I was being perse-
cuted because I was a Jew. The only crime they
could accuse me of was my religion.

Sarita Kellerman in testimony at the White House, March 14, 1985,

So, I was forced to leave the country. Leaving
everything I worked for behind me. Through the
ADL, which is the Anti-Defamation League, we
tried to contact the Sandinista government and find
out what charges they had against us that made them
harass us in such a form. There were no charges.

However, they said they had passed a law that
said that if you did not live in Nicaragua for six
months, you, your property, whatever you owned
would be confiscated. And they applied that law to
my case, as to the cases of all the other people from
the Jewish community of Nicaragua. There are no
Jews that belong to our community in Nicaragua
today. And our only crime was that [we were
Jews].

Conclusion

On July 19, 1979, many Nicaraguans celebrated the fall of
the Somoza regime, looking forward to a new era of free-
dom and social justice. But that dream evaporated quickly
in the face of the hard realities of life in a Marxist-Leninist




state. Since the revolution, almost 10 percent of the
Nicaraguan population has left the country. The number of
Nicaraguan refugees in other Central American countries and
illegal immigrants in the United States now comes to nearly
225,000. All of these people have their own stories and
unique reasons for leaving their home behind. What they tell
us offers an inside view of the disillusionment with
Nicaragua’s revolutionary process.

The deepest significance of these testimonies lies in the
fact that those who seem to have suffered the most are people
whom the revolution was meant to help—workers, peasants,
the economically disadvantaged, and the politically disen-
franchised. As discontent has become more pronounced, the
Sandinistas have turned to even greater measures of repres-
sion to maintain their hold over the populace. For many
Nicaraguans who disagreed with this turn of events, leaving
the country was the only thing they could do to save their
lives, and the telling of these stories completes the personal
link between the early promises of the Sandinista leaders and
the harsh reality of what the revolution has become.

Today the dominant Sandinista ideology
is a spurious Marxism, stripped of its
humanistic values and reduced to the
bare bones of totalitarian necessity. A
truly democratic socialism, creative and
free, which the Sandinistas once
promised, exists only as a myth for the
consumption of innocents, tourists, left-
wing intellectuals, and organizers of in-
ternational writers’ congresses—
Jforeigners who after brief visits to
Nicaragua return to their own countries
to defend a system they do not truly
know and would never accept themselves
if by some misfortune they were forced

to endure it.—Xavier Arguello [New Repub-
lic, February 24, 1986]

Thousands of Nicaraguan youths living in Honduras and Costa Rica face an uncertain future as refugees. Some have lived in camps up to

five years without access to work or educational facilities.
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