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After the fall of Somoza, the deepest aspirations of the Nicaraguan people, of which
the revolutionary leadership had ample opportunity to learn during its years of struggle, were pushed into the background. The defense of revolutionary power became
the only objective of the new regime. . . . Political fanaticism replaced the idealism
that inspired the fight against Somoza.
-Xavier Arguello, anti-Somoza political organizer, La Prensa columnist, Secretary General of
the Sandinista Ministry of Culture, and editor of the official cultural journal of the regime, who
resigned in protest of government censorship in 1984 and left his country [New Republic,
February 24, 1986].
ince the Sandinista National Liberation
Front (FSLN) came to power in
Nicaragua on July 19, 1979, the
Nicaraguan people and their leaders
have received more public attention
than ever before. Few modern revolutions have been so highly publicized,
so emotionally charged, and yet so
clouded by conflicting reports and opinions.
The National Directorate of the Sandinista Front deliberately contributed to the confusion, publicly promising
democracy, a mixed economy, respect for human rights, and
a foreign policy of nonalignment. In reality the regime had
no intention of following through on these promises, and its
actions, and occasionally the words of its leaders, have shown
its true goals. 1 In 1984, it promulgated electoral rules making it virtually impossible for opposition parties to organize
an effective campaign, guaranteeing a Sandinista victory. To
the extent possible, the FSLN sought to nationalize all major
private industry. As soon as they came into power in July
1979, the Sandinistas introduced press censorship, and by
March 1982 imposed a broad suspension of civil liberties
which remained in effect until the 1984 election campaign. 2
In October 1985 , nearly all civil liberties were suspended
again. Despite the provision of $118 million in U.S. economic assistance to Nicaragua between July 1979 and April

1981, the Sandinistas quickly established substantial ties with
Cuba and the Soviet bloc. These countries provided massive military assistance, including advisers, for Nicaragua's
militarization.
Sandinista leaders hasten to claim that United States
backing for counterrevolutionary forces prevented them from
fulfilling their pledges to the Organization of American
States, especially in their observance of human rights . But
according to testimony of former Sandinista officials,
soldiers, and refugees, these stated goals were long ago subverted. Many victims of the regime speak of creeping totalitarianism, confiscation of property, and a disregard for civil
liberties that eventually forced them to leave Nicaragua
despite personal hardship and an uncertain future. To all,
the alternative of staying was far worse than the burden of
exile .
Former Sandinista junta members Arturo Cruz and
Alfonso Rabelo have become familiar outspoken critics of
the growing repression inside Nicaragua. But there are many
other voices as well . Here a cross-section of Nicaraguans
tell why they became disillusioned with the FSLN. They are
former Sandinistas, professionals, soldiers, and farm
workers-each with a personal view of injustices experienced
firsthand.

'Comandante Bayardo Arce, Coordinator of the FSLN's Political Committee, delivered a revealing speech to the Nicaraguan Socialist Party in
Managua in May 1984. The speech was taperecorded without Arce's knowledge and printed in its entirety in Barcelona's La Va11g11ardia (July 3 1,
1984). Arce talked about the Sandinistas' national reconstruction initiative. "As part of that program we spoke of bringing about revolutionary
change based on three principles which made us presentable in the international context and which, as fa r as we were concerned, were manageable
from the revolutionary standpoint. Those principles were nonalignment abroad, a miY.ed economy, and political pluralism. With those three elements
we kept the international community from going along with American policy in Nicaragua; in fact, we got a number of governments of various
tendencies to back the position of Nicaragua, the position of the Sandinista Front and of the revolutionary forces.
"Of course, once defined in specific terms, this imposed certain commitments. One was that we said we were going to elect a constituent assembly, that we were going to have elections. While we might view those commitments as negative, if we analyze our revolution in black and white, we
still consider them to be positive at this time. Of course, if we did not have the war situation imposed on us by the United States , the electoral
problem would be totally out of place . . . . What a revolution really needs is the power to act. The power to act is precisely what constitutes the
essence of the dictatorship of the proletariat." [The speech is reprinted in its entirety in Department of State Publication 9422, "Comandante
Bayardo Arce's Secret Speech before the Nicaraguan Socialist Party (PSN).]
2 The National Emergency Law, Decree No. 996, enacted March 20, 1982, suspended most civil liberties under the Statute on the Rights and
Guarantees of the Nicaraguan People. The law was extended until July 1984 , when it was lifted to accommodate the Nicaraguan presidential
elections.
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Alberto Gamez Ortega-former
Vice Minister of Justice
Alberto Gamez Ortega and Tomas Borge had been friends
since college days in the early 1950s. Gamez was openly
critical of dictator Anastasio Somoza, and two of his daughters were active in the FSLN. Shortly after the revolution,
he was named chief penal prosecutor of Nicaragua and six
months later Vice Minister of Justice. But before long, he
became disillusioned with the growing subversion of the
Nicaraguan judicial system to serve political ends. When he
resigned from the Sandinista government on November 19,
1982, Gamez had little idea that he would soon be a victim
of the judicial system he had helped administer. He was
stripped of his immunity as a Cabinet member, accused of
spying (among several other charges), and held in El Chipote
prison for two and a half months.
My resignation was presented in writing to the
government junta through the Minister of Justice in
office at that time [Carlos Arguello Gomez], my immediate superior. In the official newspaper, the
Gazelle, however, there appeared a government
decree deposing me from these positions and ignoring my resignation which represented the first step
[taken by the government] to involve me in counterrevolutionary actions, deprive me of the immunity
that protected me as a member of the Cabinet, and
to prefabricate a legal action against me.
Once I had handed over my offices to the political officer in charge at the Ministry, I rejected the
offer made by more than 20 officials who were
waiting at the door in order to accompany me to my
home, and I left only with my private driver. Ten
minutes after my arrival, the person responsible for
operations at the state security office appeared with
a contingent of armed soldiers and ordered me to
accompany him as a prisoner. I was then put into an
automobile and made to lie face down on the floor
with the boot of one of the soldiers on my spine,
and was driven to the military complex named El
Chipote. At a later date, I found that my house was
searched for three days and that my wife had been
interrogated several times for more than six consecutive hours. All of my legal files and personal
papers were confiscated.
I was put into a cell approximately four by
three meters in size and I was told that the first rule
to be observed was to say nothing, not to complain,
and not to cry out whatever the circumstances might
be in the future, because that was where I was
going to rot and I would have to accept this. I was
given a shove, forcing me to go in, and they closed
the heavy door in such a violent manner as to make
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a great deal of noise, and they locked the padlock
and chains the same way. The cell was then left in
total darkness with no ventilation whatsoever.
From that cell I came out innumerable times to
be taken with my hands on my knees and my head
bowed to a semilighted office with air-conditioning
at temperatures which I suppose were normal, but
because of the different temperature in the cell,
seemed to me excessively cold.
In due time, I was permitted to raise my head
during the interrogation so that I began to recognize
the face of the interrogator. Sometimes his place
was taken by the director of security operations,
Captain Oscar Loza, who would threaten me if I refused to admit the charges filed against me. These
charges were so many and so varied that I myself
could not even guess where they stemmed from. For
example, [since] I had worked for a U.S. company
many years ago, and since the government had all
my papers and photographs, they linked me with the
CIA as of that date.

I was accused of having participated in the
drafting of laws to avoid the passage of such strict
laws as were required in defense of the revolution,
and I was accused of so many other things that I
could write a whole book [about them]. After this
series of accusations, the threats began; that if I did
not sign the statements that they had drawn up
against me, involving other persons, the consequences of this would be fatal for me because I
would never be able to get out. Then they went
from threats to describing the consequences this
would have for my family.
Concerning the reason for resigning his post, Gamez
claims he was alarmed at the growing number of persons
imprisoned unjustly to support the regime's quest for power.
Legal agencies were replaced by political interests in
such a way that in the Justice Ministry and the
courts it was accepted almost systematically that the
end justified the use of immoral means. In order to
eliminate certain economic and social sectors and
political or union leaders who were dissatisfied with
the system- who increased in number with the passage of time and who were unhappy with the trends
of the revolution- a whole new legal strategy was
planned which would permit the state to bring actions against and incarcerate citizens who were considered to be a political threat. Laws were approved
whose language was vague and imprecise, in violation of legal rights .... This was supplemented
with the creation of different tribunals, or special
courts, which would allow them t~ try people by
summary trials which made the victims defenseless.
These tribunals were composed mainly of judges

who had no knowledge of the law, and who eliminated all legal procedures as they had existed
previously.
Even though the Supreme Court of Justice made
the appointments of the persons that served as
judges, these persons in reality were selected by the
Ministry of Justice because of their unquestionable
support of the regime. This pattern worsened in
such a way that, as an example, [in] the trials that
took place in Puerto Cabezas on the Atlantic coast
against the Miskito Indians in 1981 and 1982, the
judge . . . was one of the prosecutors of the city of
Managua, as was the attorney who was appointed to
defend the Miskitos. Not one of the procedural formalities of the law was complied with since they did
not even assign interpreters. Most of the people on
trial could not speak Spanish. To summarize the
case, the Miskitos were brought to a trial in which
the judge who sentenced them and their so-called
defense lawyer were prosecutors in the Ministry of
Justice.
According to Gamez, the Ministry of Justice became increasingly subordinate to the General Directorate of State
Security, which, he says, was advised by "Cuban internationalists." In the interrogation cells of El Chipote the Cubans
are said to have implemented a system of "softening"
prisoners with violent threats, darkness, lack of communication, bad sanitary conditions, and violent interrogation
methods intended to cause mental breakdown. Hoping to improve their plight, some prisoners signed blank pieces of
paper that were later filled in with contrived declarations by
State Security personnel.
The numerous complaints brought before me by
defense attorneys concerning this type of confession
fqrced me later to speak with prisoners who, once
condemned, were taken to prisons that were more
accessible to the officials of the Ministry, and they
stated that indeed they had signed blank pages while
others had resisted and had never signed the statements presented by the prosecutors.
Gamez said that innumerable persons were arrested on
false charges and sent to prison without valid evidence against
them, sometimes to isolate government opponents, other
times to illegally confiscate property.
By taking advantage of the laws regulating trade in
precious metals, the Sandinista police organized a
squadron which assaulted jewelry stores under any
pretext whatsoever. During the night, they would arrest the jewelers, accusing them of having violated
the Jaw-and they would confiscate the jewelry, precious metals, the household furnishings . . . and
even the vehicle owned by the store owner. When
evidence of the supposed violation was not accepted
by the penal bureau, they were obliged to free the

Alberto Gamez was disillusioned by the subversion of the
Nicaraguan judicial system.

person, but the seized objects were never returned.
Dozens of jewelry stores disappeared in this
manner.
Gamez states that international organizations promoting
respect for human rights were often manipulated by the
Ministry of Justice, as well as other agencies of the Sandinista
government. ''Their visits are scheduled for selected places
such as the Open Structure Penitentiary System in the agricultural farms, or to certain prisons which show only what they
[Sandinista government officials] wish to be shown. But the
visitors are not shown El Chipote, i.e., the punishment cells,
the clandestine jails, etc." At times when the Ministry of
Justice was involved, internationalists were sometimes selected to prepare required reports and serve as a liaison between the Ministry and the visitors. In a subsequent interview
on March 16, 1986, Gamez stated:
Argentine internationalists also prepared documents
on human rights in Nicaragua, such as the report
prepared by the Ministry for the United Nations
Commission on Human Rights in 1983. This report
was principally coordinated through Argentine attorney Manuel Gaggero [also known as "Gallero" and
"Che Manuel," a purported leader of a group of
Argentine Montonero terrorists living in Nicaragua]
who acted as an official of the Ministry and
managed the Center for Legal and Political Investigations created by the Ministry.
Following his release from prison, Gamez remained in
his house for five months, enduring the regular visits of state
security agents. Because of recurring medical problems, he
was granted an exit visa to seek treatment outside the country. On July 5, 1983, he left for San Jose, Costa Rica, where
he and wife have lived since.

Alvaro Jose Baldizon AvilesBorge' s Chief Investigator
Alvaro Baldizon Aviles was an enthusiastic supporter of the
Sandinista Front in 1979, before the overthrow of Anastasio Somoza. After the revolution , he joined the Nicaraguan
Interior Ministry as a policeman. In September 1980 he was
sent to the Soviet Union for a 10-month criminology course.
By 1982, Baldizon was working in the Interior Ministry's
office for internal investigations and, within a year, became
a full member, or militante, in the FSLN. From December
1982 to July 1985, Baldizon was the chief investigator for
the Interior Ministry's Special Investigations Commission.
During an interview at the U.S. Department of State in
November 1985, he made the following statements:
I began working for the Sandinista Front in January
1979 with the same objective as other
Nicaraguans-to bring about the downfall of the
Somoza dictatorship, and end the suffering of the
Nicaraguan people. That was the impulse that
caused me to join the winning side, the side that
offered an alternative.
After the victory, I continued collaborating with
the Front. At the factory where I worked, I was
taught how to promote political movements among
the workers, and was subsequently elected president
of the new Sandinista-affiliated union. Soon after, I

decided to join the armed forces. I especially wanted
to be in the police, because I thought the new police
would become a model for Latin America, and an
organization that would respect human rights.
Upon returning from the Soviet Union, I studied
financial investigation and was assigned to the
Office of the Chief of National Police to conduct
internal investigations. I began to uncover cases of
corruption and human rights abuse. At that time, I
considered them isolated incidents, phenomena
attributable to the times in which we were living.
When I was later transferred to the Ministry of
the Interior [Special Investigations Commission], I
gradually realized that corruption and human rights
abuses were not isolated events-they were the policy
of the Nicaraguan Government.
The purpose of the Interior Ministry's Special Investigations Commission was, in fact, to inquire into reports of
human rights abuses committed by the Sandinistas themselves, so the regime could concoct appropriate cover stories for the Nicaraguan public and international consumption.
During his investigations, Baldizon uncovered abuses and
cover-ups linking high-ranking government figures such as
Interior Minister Tomas Borge and Vice Minister Luis Carrion with the executions of many of the government's political opponents. He also discovered that the government used
murder and torture as a regular and approved way to control internal opposition. Commenting on one episode of the
crackdown on the Miskito Indians, he said:

Alvaro Baldizon Aviles bas testified extensively before Congress, public affairs groups, and the press since his arrival in the United States.
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In July, August, and September of J982, more than
500 Miskitos were captured in communities surrounding Puerto Cabezas. They were taken to a
State Security post where they were submitted to
torture to make them talk. The Minister [Tomas
Borge) insisted that a " bi-partisan" commission be
formed to decided the fate of the detainees. This
commission included Comandante Jose Gonzalez of
the Ministry [of Interior], Captain Alvaro Herrera of
State Security, Comandante Joaquin Cuadra of the
Army, and the Chief of Military Intelligence.
The commission decided to shoot 150 of the
Miskitos in a forested area near the Rio Wawa.
Those that remained were imprisoned in the cells of
the Zona Franca [prison) in Managua. It was my
office that carried out the investigation, took declarations, and made the required inspections. We took
all of this to the Minister of Interior [Borge) , who
used it to put together a "believable lie" -to save
face in front of the Permanent Commission on
Human Rights [Nicarag ua's independent human
rights organization).
But those who opposed the Sandinistas weren't the only
ones singled out for harsh treatment. Baldizon claims that
by 1982 three Sandinista army commando platoons had been
trained in East Germany in special combat deception techniques to counter growing pockets of armed resistance. Some
of these techniques involved operations against Sandinista
supporters, as Baldizon explains in his remarks on the first
unit to go into operation.
Their first mission was to search out and annihilate
bands of counterrevolutionaries operating in the
countryside surrounding Matagalpa and Jinotega. . . . The soldiers were disguised as counterrevolutionary combatants, and were given old
clothes and miscellaneous weapons. They went into
the countryside, and began operations as if they
were part of the resistance. They killed about a
dozen peasants who were known Sandinista collaborators. They burned their houses and even set fire to
a government cooperative. At the same time, small
bands of resistance fighters were beginning to make
contact with each other and unite. The platoon
joined up with these groups. At night, in their
camps, they slit the throats of the real. . . combatants. In this way, they moved from band to band,
wiping them out.
A new unit was inaugurated in October 1984,
whose mission was. . . more oriented toward international propaganda. It began operations near the
Honduran border in Chinandega, Madriz, Nueva
Segovia, and Jinotega [departments]. They also
made selective incursions into Honduras. They still
operate in that area, and their mission is to pose as
FDN [Nicaraguan Democratic Force) combatants,

ambush civilian vehicles, as well as threaten and
beat up local peasants-especially those known to
have collaborated with ·the government.
The existence of such special units was confirmed by
Defense Minister Humberto Ortega, in an interview with a
Washington Post reporter. Ortega, while omitting mention
of these special units' actions against civilians, said: "Our
strategy calls for the development of various campaigns,
maneuvers, and special actions, and to work to disband them
[members of the armed resistance) as the Interior Ministry
has done. The Interior Ministry had infiltrated their exclusive groups and killed their leaders during special actions.''
The entire interview was printed in a special supplement to
the official Sandinista newspaper Barricada, pages 1-14, October 10, 1985.
Meanwhile, on October 3, 1985, Baldizon told representatives of various human rights and religious organizations how Interior Minister Borge described visiting foreign
delegations as tontos utiles (useful fools), referring to the
way the Sandinistas use such groups to further their own
ends. In a subsequent interview, he detailed how such
"shows " are staged.
Tomas Borge gave me the job of keeping a list of
10 persons with health or economic problems to be
available for a "show, " whenever a foreign delegation would visit. He would arrange to be attending
the person at the hour his guests would arrive in
order to impress them. One of these individuals was
a blind man who had asked for an accordion to use
as a means of supporting his mother and himself.
Borge said that he would give him the instrument,
and I withdrew money from petty cash to make a
down payment. After we gave the blind man his accordion in front of a group of West Germans, I
received instructions to take it back. I was not in
agreement with this immoral act. Nevertheless,
Borge made a show with this man, just as he did
with others.
The results of Baldizon 's investigations compelled him
to leave Nicaragua to expose what he had seen. " I began
to have moral and ideological reservations about the Sandinista regime. They seemed to say one thing and do
another. '' On July 1, 1985, Alvaro Baldizon crossed the Rio
Guasaule into southern Honduras where he surrendered to
military authorities. He had been planning his escape for
more than a year. After he left, his wife and brother were
detained by the Nicaraguan Government. His wife was placed
under house arrest and his brother was jailed in the
Nicaraguan Interior Ministry's "El Chipote" prison and has
been held incommunicado since. As of February 1986,
sources within Nicaragua said that he has been formally
charged with an unspecified crime and is performing forced
labor.
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Mateo Guerrero Flores
and the Human Rights Commission
From 1982 until early 1985, Mateo Guerrero was executive
director of the government's National Commission for the
Protection and Promotion of Human rights (CNPPDH).
Guerrero says that early on the Sandinista government saw
the need for an organization to polish its human rights record
in the international arena, and formed the commission to perform that task. The CNPPDH was also to be used by the
government to compete with the older, independent Permanent Commission on Human Rights, which had exposed
human rights abuses of the Somoza dictatorship and continued to expose abuses under the Sandinistas. 3
Guerrero, the son of a farm worker who picked cotton,
graduated from the University of Managua as an attorney
in 1975.
I was in charge of the General Directorate of the
National Commission for the Protection of Human
Rights. I was given the job after a year and about
eight months working as administrative director. I
was a lawyer, and a notary , and I had a certain
amount of training in human rights. I participated in
various seminars on social justice, I participated in a
congress on human rights in Spain, and I went to
Costa Rica several times, taking courses in
documentation of human rights materials.
I had sympathy for the Sandinista Front. Like
all other Nicaraguans, I wanted a change after 1979.
My neighbor at the time was Dr. Leonte Herdocia
Ortega, who was the National Commissioner for
Human Rights for Nicaragua. He knew my work
and my potential very well and offered me the job,
managing this commission, directing a staff of five
lawyers, one social worker, and a team of
secretaries.

prisons, because it was the policy of the Interior
Minister [Borge] never to allow anyone in, not even
from international human rights organizations. Supposedly, we processed declarations of families who
had relatives in prison, looked into whatever violations they claimed to have suffered, and would
make a summary of their declarations and try to
assign someone to attend to the commission's
recommendations. But in most cases this was never
done. A tough attitude was taken against people who
protested, against people who tried to correct some
of the excesses.
In 1984, the situation got worse. The commission's work became more political in nature. We
looked into some 700-800 cases of ex-national
guardsmen who had been sentenced by special
tribunals, many of whom had been detained unjustly
from the moment in which they had been judged.
Many were people who were given excessive sentences, and had little responsibility for anything
done against the state-gardeners, cooks, etc. The
Interior Ministry selected those individuals that met
their criteria, and at an opportune political moment,
gave amnesty to 100 of them, while the rest were
held back. A lot of deceit, a lot of demagoguery.
Guerrero had become deeply involved in a particular
case in which the government tried to cover up its involvement with the unexplained disappearance of a young man
who had been arrested by the Nicaraguan State Security.
Guerrero was assigned to investigate the case and determined
that the youth had been arrested and seen in jail by witnesses.
The Nicaraguan Government said that it pardoned the boy
after his detention, but he was never seen again.

I believe that it was the policy of the government to have its own commission to try to provide a
political image of respecting human rights. And it
seemed that the Permanent Commission had already
made strong attacks against the Sandinista government. For this reason, it was decided, as an internal
policy, to compare findings or to try to examine the
problems among people who would be on the side
of the government. This was the original idea. I
think it was the idea of the Foreign Minister, Father
Miguel D'Escoto Brockmann.
The commission was pretty limited from the
start. We could never enter the State Security

Mateo Guerrero speaking at a press conference in Washington,
D.C., March 11, 1986.

3
There are two commissions on human rights in Nicaragua today. The Permanent Commission on Human Rights of Nicaragua (CPDH) was
created in 1977 and exposed human rights abuses of the Somoza government. Since 1979 it has similarly criticized Sandinista abuses. The National
Commission for the Protection and Promotion of Human Rights (CNPPDH) was formed in 1980 as a dependency of the Sandinista government.

6

l
f

I dedicated a lot of effort to the case of this
17-year-old youth who was captured and pardoned
by the government, and whose family found him
missing when they went to pick him up. I investigated it. My investigation confirmed that he had
been captured and detained. But at one point, the
authorities told me that he had been neither apprehended nor held. Of course, it was a lie. I had
talked with prisoners who had conversations with
the boy in jail. His name was Ramon Ordonez
Ramirez. I sent my report to the Appeals Court, the
Justice Court, and the Supreme Court. I didn't get
any answer. At the Appeals Court I handed over the
results of my investigations arid newspaper reporters
took my declarations, but the reports were censored.
According to the boy's family , with whom I talked
various times, he was a member of the Nicaraguan
Workers' Central (CTN), a union that was not
affiliated with the Sandinista Party.
Later, I was called by the government to have
the commission make a statement that Ramon
Ordonez couldn 't enjoy the benefits of his pardon,
because he had already been allowed to leave. The
commission itself never published this communique,
but it was published three days later without its consent , making it look like this young man had already
been released.

Silvio Herrera-Miskito Indian
Lay Preacher
While the dust was still settling from the Sandinista revolution , the Ministry of the Interior and the Sandinista army
lost no time searching out so-called counterrevolutionaries
along the northern border. Particularly affected were the Miskito Indian settlements in the northeastern reaches of the
country. The Miskitos traditionally maintained a culture
apart, and they were one of the first population groups the
Sandinistas sought to control. At first there were random
sweeps by squads of soldiers. By December 1981 , some
10,000 Miskitos were being forced out of their homes into
relocation camps farther south. Since the intimidation and
killings began in early 1980, some 23,000 Miskitos have
sought refuge in nearby Honduras. 4
Silvio Herrera is a Moravian minister who now lives
with his wife and five children in the refugee settlement near
the Rus Rus River in Honduras. His people decided to leave
Nicaragua when news of a massacre in a nearby village
reached their doorstep.
We left November 18, 1980, from La Esperanza,
near the border. We left because the Sandinistas
were killing us. Nearby, in Leimus, there was a
massacre. They killed about 42 young men. They

Despite Guerrero's efforts, the young man was never
found, and it was not until Alvaro Baldizon left Nicaragua
that his fate was known. Baldizon testified that young
Ordonez was singled out as troublemaker by Vice Minister
of Interior Luis Carrion Cruz and executed. In fact, Baldizon
received orders to discuss the case with Sub-Commander
Alvaro Guzman so that an appropriate cover story could be
prepared.
Meanwhile, Mateo Guerrero became increasingly uneasy
about his work. By January 1985, he was seriously thinking
of leaving Nicaragua .
The first of the year [1985], I had a meeting with
Alejandro Bendana, who is General Secretary of the
Foreign Ministry, and he told us that our work had
not been effective, that the work of the commission
should project itself outside the country-above all
toward Europe, and that it should denounce the activities of the contra [democratic resistance] in
violat ing human rights. We should dedicate ourselves
more to this task, and try not to get involved in
things like Patriotic Military Service [conscription],
and the resentment of communities that had been
[adversely] affected by the Sandinista war effort.
Mateo Guerrero left his country March 28, 1985.
Awarded a United Nations grant for a training seminar in
human rights, he went to Costa Rica . Instead of returning
at the end of his stay, he flew to the United States .

A seven-year-old Miskito Indian boy at a refugee camp near Rus
Rus, Honduras.
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had a raft which used to take cars back and forth
across the river. There they tied up the young men
and shot them.
They don't respect us, especially those of us
who are pastors. When we had something to say,
they would tell us , "You are not important. We are
the ones who give the orders here.'' The Sandinistas
pursued the youths because they thought they were
counterrevolutionaries. It was a lie. They pursued
the pastors too, because they said we worked with
the counterrevolutionaries. I prayed to God that He
wouldn' t leave me to be taken by the Sandinistas,
who would lcill me for nothing.

Jose Alonso Valle and
Francisco Delgado Flores-Soldiers
Jose Francisco Alonso Valle, a 20-year-old coffee picker
from Leon , was drafted into the Sandinista army March 11 ,
1985. He was forced to leave his invalid mother and two
disabled brothers-one an epileptic, the other blind. When
his mother died , he was not permitted to go home to visit.
Angry, be escaped to Honduras six months later. His story
is typical of many young farm workers who are the sole supporters of their families.
I was recruited March 11. I was cutting coffee when
they [Sandinista soldiers] grabbed me. I felt stricken
because I knew I wasn't going to see my mother
again. It happened that on May 18 she died , but my
commander wouldn't give me permission to go
home. When I finally did get authorization the
15th of July, I didn't find her, of course. That's when
the decision [to leave] came to me, along with the
realization that I was fighting so others like [Defense
Minister] Humberto Ortega and Danielito [President
Daniel Ortega] could live easy.
There were times when we went for three days
without eating. We suffered a lot of hunger, and
had to eat a lot of things that made us sick. My assignment was political officer of a company of 120
men. There were Cuban and Chilean officers in our
unit who tried to talk us into fighting harder. In
Chinandega I heard that the Sandinistas arrived at
the house of a woman and said, "Your son returns
dead." The son was a Sandinista soldier. But inside
the coffin were a dozen banana stalks. It was prohibited that anyone should open the box, but the
separation between the woman and the son had been

Jose Alonso Valle plays the guitar to pass time in a Honduran
refugee center.

so great that she opened the coffin and found the
branches. She later found out her son was alive.
Francisco Martin Delgado Flores is a 19-year-old youth
from Matagalpa. Like Jose Alonso Valle, he was forcibly conscripted and went into battle against the anti-Sandinista
resistance in Central Nicaragua. Six months later, his entire
squad of 10 men deserted. Francisco felt fortunate to be able
to make it to Honduras where he was interned in a refugee
camp even though he had no clothes, little to eat, and looked
forward to an uncertain future. At the time of his interview,
he did not know what happened to the other members of his
patrol.
The peasants are very unhappy with the Sandinistas.
They [the Sandinistas] force themselves into houses,
break down the door, and take away the young
people. At the high schools they keep them [the
students] locked up with police all around the building so they can't escape. Afterward, a truck arrives.
They make the students get on and take them to a
school like the one at Mulukuku. That's what happened to me. I was taken by force. I was three
months at Mulukuku. And the other three months I
was in combat in the mountains. Persecution of the
contra was our first priority. Our instructors were
both Cuban and Nicaraguan. There were about
30 Cubans in the school. They gave us Marxist
political training. Our soldiers mistreated the
campesinos and stole their cattle, slaughtering their
cows for food. During the three months we were in
combat, many of my friends fell fighting, were

4 This figure represents the number of Nicaraguan Indian refugees in the United Nations center at Mocoron, Honduras and those assisted by
Friends of the Americas (a private U.S . charity) in settlements along the Coco and Rus Rus Rivers. By the end of December 1985, there were
approximately 11,000 refugees at the U. N. center, and 12 ,000 in settlements served by Friends of the Americas.
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injured, and many left behind. When I deserted, all
10 of us in the sq uad decided to escape. We were
all from different parts [of the country]. I am from
Matagalpa. I was not in agreement with that
so-called Sandinista process they have in Nicaragua ,
nor the fact that I was obligated to go fight in the
mountains.

Guadalupe CastellanosCoffee Picker
Guadalupe
of Dipilto,
Nicaragua
wounds to

Castellanos is an ex-farm worker from the town
near the Honduran-Nicaraguan border. She left
in April 1984 after recovering from grenade
her back and one arm.

I went to church a few days before Christmas in
1983 and there was a State Security man named
Manuel Martinez who was there preaching to us. He
said we had to have a Bible in one hand and a rifle
in the other so that the revolution would be successful. I had an argument with him and then went to
cut coffee with my two children.
They came with me because as poor people you
need to work hard for a living and they were small ,
so they accompanied me . We were let off work at
midday since the next day was December 24. I
stayed to gather big leaves at the bottom of the
gully so I could make a Christmas decoration for
my children. While in the gully, I ran into some
piri [from piriquaco, which literally means mad
dog, a derogatory term applied to Sandinista
soldiers] who were still there guarding the coffee
fields. They started harassing me and tried to grab
me, but I ran away from them for a short distance.
T hen they caught up to me and started beating me. I
told my children to run up the mountain and catch
up with the other group of coffee pickers that had
already left.
After the Sandinistas beat me, they left me there
and went off. Maybe they thought I was dead or
they were j ust waiting to see if my sons wou ld
return to help me. I'm not sure, but what I am sure
of is that I got up and started running up the hill to
reach my children. I caught up with them , and then
passed them because I knew which way we needed
to go. I turned around to see if they were still
following us and yes, they were behind us.
Just as we were getting to' the top of the hill , a
grenade exploded in the middle of us. We all fell on
our faces and when I turned around I could tell my
6-year-old Alonso was dead. The crown of his head
had been cut right off and it was laying there a few

feet from his body . It was a clean cut because you
could see the bone of his skull. My 12-year-old son
Misael had been hit in the ear and I tried to help
him up, but he couldn't hold out his arms. He had a
shrapnel wound in his back, and it looked like the
shrapnel had severed his [spinal] column. He told us
to pray and then he told me to get some help.
Guadalupe Castellanos said that the Sandinistas prohibited the people in her hometown from returning to the
area where the grenade exploded. Six days later, she returned
to find Misael dead.
It was a grenade [not a land mineJ, because all the
other people that were cutting coffee had passed
through that same path and nothing happened to
them. You see, this isn't something invented or made
up, but is a reality because if my companions had
passed by there and nothing happened to them, how
was something going to happen to me? They had
gone ahead of me and I was the last one to go up
the path, so there had been nothing in the path. The
Sandinistas were the ones following us, and the contras weren't anywhere around, so it would have to
have been them.

Shacks of canvas and scrap lumber house Nicaraguan refugees like
these young girls near Jacaleapa, Honduras.

Prudencio Baltodano SelvaFarmer and Lay Preacher
Prudencio de Jesus Baltodano Selva was a 40-year-old farmer
and Pentecostal Jay p reacher living in the small southern
village of El Tendido. In February 1984, Baltodano, another
man , and about 40 women and child ren Oed the scene of a
battle between Sandinista troops and members of the antigovernment resistance. The group was captured by the Sandinistas, and the two men were separated from the rest. The
soldiers tied Baltodano to a tree, cut off his ears, and sliced
his throat with a bayonet. Although he was left to bleed to
9

death, he survived and managed to escape to Costa Rica.
On March 14, 1984, in San Jose, he told what happened.
At the beginning of December 1983, there was
combat near my fa rm between members of the
Sandinista army and armed groups, and, owing to
the danger that my family faced, I opted to go to
the house of a friend that was located on the other
side of the River Punta Gorda. I stayed there two
months with my family.
At the beginning of the month of February
1984, there was more combat in that zone, specifically in the community El Tendido, where 22 families lived, in their respective little houses, and also
in the community called El Salto de! Leon, where
the same number of persons also Jived.
The day after the fighting, the Sandinista army
took the area, and later identified themselves as the
"Los Sombreritos Battalion" (the Battalion of the
Little Hats). That day, at dawn , the two families
with whom we were hiding [and ourselves] started
to flee. We were two adult men and the rest were
women and children.
On the road, we encountered three more families, which made a total of 40 persons. The following day, while we built a hut to protect the children
from the rain, we were surprised by Sandinista
troops who proceeded to surround us. Four of them
took us into captivity [the two men that were in the
group] .
They were dressed in green khaki [fatigues],
and had wide-brimmed hats of the same color and
material. Immediately they pointed at us and tied
our hands behind our backs with rope. T hey asked
us our names and began to interrogate us, asking us
where the arms were, where the rest of our companions were that were fighting. We responded that
we were not involved in any group, that we were
fleeing with our families for fear of being hit by the
shots . . . . In that moment, some shots were heard
and they ordered the rest of the families to their
houses, and they took us up to the river, crossing
two farms, and when we arrived at Mr. Miguel Fernandez's property, they proceeded to undress us.
They put a khaki colored shirt on me, and an olive
green uniform on Crisanto Jaime. Later on they
made us get down on our knees and one of them
began to kick us while questioning us. Again they
asked us our names and, when I said mine, one of
the said : "For many days I have been looking for
you. You still don't know what we do to the evangelical pastors. We are communists and don 't
believe in God."
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Prudencio Baltodano Selva.

He tied me to a tree with my hands behind me
and another Sandinista came and hit me with the
butt of his rifle on my forehead. . . . I was bleeding a lot. Then he showed me his bayonet and while
he grabbed my hair, he cut my neck . . . .
And then he cut off my ears. The other Sandinista
asked him, "Do I shoot him?" And the one with
the bayonet said, "It's not worth spending the
bullets on this son of a bitch. It's better if he dies
suffering slowly-look how he bleeds; I cut his
jugular." He said this while he stuck his bayonet
into my neck.
After that, I fainted, and I didn 't realize what
happened. This all took place around 3 o'clock in
the afternoon. When I recovered my senses, I was
still tied to the tree, my face almost rubbing the
ground. I tried to stand up, but . . . I could hardly
move. Finally at night, after several unsuccessful
attempts, I released myself and began to walk.
Later at night, I heard voices and knew that
members of the battalion that captured us were still
in the area. I hid, and later walked deep inside the
bushes. I spent two days with no food, almost

unconscious with the danger of wild animals. My
left ear was infected with worms . I felt very bad,
but kept on walking until after two days I found the
family of Crisanto Jaime. They washed my wounds
and cared for me. I stayed there with them for 10
days and when I realized that my family was out of
danger, I joined them at La Gloria in Zelaya del
Sur.
When I got to La Gloria I met there with members of the anti-Sandinista group ARDE [Democratic
Revolutionary Alliance] who offered to protect me
and my family. They took me to the San Juan River
where a doctor saw me every day.
I am a victim who survived the tragedy of the
community of El Tendido. I personally offer testimony of having seen the corpses of farmers of the
neighborhood who had been detained during these
events. I remember the names of some of them:
Miguel Flores, 80 years old, a minister; Adan
Brizuelas, 50 years old, a farmer ; Cristina Sequeira,
20 years old; and her mother Matilda Flores,
38 years old .

Oscar Kellermann came to Nicaragua as a boy from
Czechoslovakia, where he narrowly missed deportation to
a Nazi concentration camp. Before the Sandinistas took
power in Nicaragua, they harassed him, followed his car,
and tried to set it on fire. In 1978, Sandinista militants firebombed Managua's synagogue while most of the congregation was inside attending the Friday night service. After the
revolution, Sandinista soldiers frequently entered the Kellermann' s house to make random searches of their property,
and the family began to receive telephone death threats.
Oscar and Sarita Kellermann belong to the small community of Nicaraguan Jews, some 60 to 70 families forced
into exile by the Sandinista government.
Oscar Kellermann: I came to Nicaragua when I was
nine years old. I was pulled off a truck that was
taking me and my parents to a concentration camp.
Friends of my father, the underground , smuggled us
out of the country, and this was how we came to
Nicaragua, because my father had two brothers living there since 1923.
We came to Nicaragua, the only country in
those days accepting Jewish refugees . There were
no Jewish schools there. We had no rabbi . We had
no shochet [kosher butcher]. We had no cantor
[leader of liturgical singing in a synagogue]. The
only Jewish life we had was what our parents would
teach us. We all attended Catholic schools.
In 1948, my parents, to give us a better education , left Nicaragua and came to the United States
of America, to Los Angeles. I attended Hollywood
High School. I graduated at Loyola. I started my
college career when the Korean war broke out. I
joined the United States Air Force. I spent five
years in the Air Force. I am a Korean war veteran.
In 1955-56, I returned to Nicaragua, as my parents
had moved there. I got married there. I raised two
children with my wife. We had a nice Jewish family . I worked and I prospered in my family
business.

Prudencio Baltodano receiving medical treatment in Costa Rica.

Oscar and Sarita KellermannJewish Exiles
In the years following the revolution, the National Direc-

torate of the Sandinista Front tried to give the impression
that there was no systematic discrimination aga inst Jews in
Nicaragua, even though ties between the Sandinistas and the
Palestinian Liberation Organization date to the 1960s. It has
been an easy claim to make, since there are essentially no
Jews left in the country. They were forced into exile during
and shortly after the fall of Somoza.

During those years, since I can remember, there
was no anti-Semitism in Nicaragua. We were a very
few families, too small to be in politics. We could
not afford to be in politics. In 1977-78 , I was vice
president of the Jewish community in Nicaragua. I
remember one day, one evening, on a Shabbat evening while were singing Lechadodi [traditional Jewish
prayer welcoming the Sabbath], two bombs hit the
door. We had a big wooden door in the synagogue,
where a big Star of David was, and all of a sudden,
the whole place was on ftre.
I remember running, getting the fire hose, and
started running to the entrance of the synagogue,
when I stopped because two other members that
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used to be in concentration camps in Europe, they
had already reached the outside of the synagogue.
We were met by a jeep and another small car
with eight members that had handkerchiefs on their
faces, and they identified themselves as members of
the FSLN, [which] means the Sandillista guerrilla
movement. They said that they were the FSLN and
[friends of the] PLO and that they were going to
burn all the Jews. So we were forced back into the
synagogue.
I tried to hit the fire with the water hose, and I
only made the fire bigger. So we wet the curtains,
and we were able to put all the fire out. We had to
wait about 20 minutes, I believe it was, because we
couldn't go outside. Those people were still outside.
Three times I was followed, and they tried to
kill me three times. Twice they tried to burn me.
With gasoline, they tried to burn the car. Other
times, I did not take the path or the road that they
thought I was going to take, because every day we
would take a different road. We knew already that
we were being followed. We were all receiving, not
only myself, but the rest of the Jewish families,
receiving harassment, threats, phone calls. And all
this made us little by little, one by one, leave
Nicaragua.
During Oscar Kellermann's previous stay in the United
States he had become a U.S. citizen. On July 25, 1979, the
Kellermanns received a call from the U.S. Embassy in
Managua and were advised to leave the next day . According to Mr. Kellermann, the Embassy told him "Nicaragua
was no longer a safe place for American citizens to
be . . . and especially [for] me of the Jewish faith ."
After the revolution, Sarita KeUermann returned to
Managua to pack the family's household goods.
Sarita Kellerman: I was in my house, and day after
day , I had to open the doors to trucks with soldiers
with rnachineguns, with rifles, that came to search
the house without a warrant. And they . . .
vandalized and looted the house every time. I was
even afraid to pick up a phone, because all I heard
in the phone was threats against me as a Jew.
" Dirty Jew. " " You better get out before we kill
you." "What Hitler started, we'll finish. " And I
could go on , saying what I heard.
Now, it's not very pleasant to be intimidated in
that form. And I found it very difficult to live in an
atmosphere where I knew that I was being persecuted because I was a Jew. The only crime they
could accuse me of was my religion.
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Sarita Kellerman in testimony at the White House, March 14, 1985.

So, I was forced to leave the country . Leaving
everything I worked for behind me. Through the
ADL, which is the Anti-Defamation League, we
tried to contact the Sandinista government and find
out what charges they had against us that made them
harass us in such a form. There were no charges .
However. they said they had passed a law that
said that if you did not live in Nicaragua for six
months, you, your property, whatever you owned
would be confiscated. And they applied that law to
my case, as to the cases of all the other people from
the Jewish community of Nicaragua . There are no
Jews that belong to our community in Nicaragua
today. And our only crime was that [we were
Jews] .

Conclusion
On July 19, 1979, many Nicaraguans celebrated the fall of
the Somoza regime, looking forward to a new era of freedom and social j ustice. But that dream evaporated quickly
in the face of the hard realities of life in a Marxist-Leninist

state. Since the revolution, almost 10 percent of the
Nicaraguan population has left the country. The number of
Nicaraguan refugees in other Central American countries and
illegal immigrants in the United States now comes to nearly
225,000. All of these people have their own stories and
unique reasons for leaving their home behind. What they tell
us offers an inside view of the disillusionment with
Nicaragua's revolutionary process.
The deepest significance of these testimonies lies in the
fact that those who seem to have suffered the most are people
whom the revolution was meant to help-workers, peasants,
the economically disadvantaged , and the politically disenfranchised. As discontent has become more pronounced, the
Sandinistas have turned to even greater measures of repression to maintain their hold over the popul ace. For many
Nicaraguans who disagreed with this turn of events, leaving
the country was the only thing they could do to save their
lives, and the telling of these stories completes the personal
link between the early promises of the Sandinista leaders and
the harsh reality of what the revolution has become.

Today the dominant Sandinista ideology
is a spurious Marxism, stripped of its
humanistic values and reduced to the
bare bones of totalitarian necessity. A
truly democratic socialism, creative and
free, which the Sandinistas once
promised, exists only as a myth for the
consumption of innocents, tourists, leftwing intellectuals, and organizers of international writers' congresses! oreigners who after brief visits to
Nicaragua return to their own countries
to defend a system they do not truly
know and would never accept themselves
if by some misfortune they were forced
to endure it. -Xavier Arguello [New Republic, February 24, 1986]

Thousands of Nicaraguan youths living in Honduras and Costa Rica face an uncertain future as refugees. Some have lived in camps up to
five years without access to work or educational facilities.
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